
                                  REGULAR VILLAGE ACTIVITIES  

1st Wednesday in each month 
 7 pm Wednesday Sisters Supper 
Club. For more details please phone 
Rosie on 781046. 

The Sun  

Every Tuesday  7.30pm Table Tennis Club Village Hall 

2nd Tuesday every other 
month 

 7.30pm Parish Council Meetings 
 (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sept/Nov) 

Committee Room 

CHURCH OFFICERS 

          Rector                               Revd Paolo Di Leo         (782000, 07968 606 377) 
          Curate        Revd Dr Diana Stretton        (07807 341 638) 
          Lay Leader of Worship       Rosemary Drewery                (07792 926 004) 
          Churchwarden                      Sue Whitehouse                 (781300)  
          Treasurer                                      Stephen Hill                           (781064)  

Editor :     Jane Carwithen (782185)  or email janecarwithen@gmail.com 
      Items to be with the Editor for the next edition by NOON  on 25th  of the month 

 

 

Barnes Tree Services 
ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

Trees reduced or removed  ~  all waste chipped on site and taken away 

NPTC qualified   ~      Fully insured 

Traditional family business  ~  Woodland management since 1980 

Ash logs always available for delivery 

Telephone:  Roger Barnes for a free quote on 01933 356205 

 

             

 

    

Listen out…       Revd Nick Munday 
 

A few weeks ago, a friend told me about a mobile phone app called Merlin and I down-
loaded it.  Merlin hears bird song and identifies which species is singing.  It also records 
the birds so that you can listen later.  Armed with this on our local walks, Liz and I have 
been listening out for birds and discovering the difference between blackbird, robin, 
song thrush, chiffchaff, sparrow and so on.  It has given us a new enjoyment of the   
delightful countryside we are blessed to live in here in North Bedfordshire.  We even   
recorded a kingfisher – though sadly we didn’t see  it. 
 

I have been thinking about these birds a lot.  So often when we go for country walks, 
we don’t notice the birdsong – until suddenly we hear the cuckoo, for example, and our 
attention is drawn to it – and then our awareness turns to something else – a beautiful 
flower, a lovely tree, a deer or a heron (herons never seem to say anything at all, they 
just stand there motionless!).  It’s a bit like driving – you can often go for miles without 
thinking about braking or changing gear – until suddenly your attention is drawn by 
another vehicle, cyclist or pedestrian behaving unusually and you have to take action. 
 

It struck me that God is a bit like that.  A lot of the time I don’t think about him.  And 
then something strange happens and I realise that he is there, and of course has been 
there all along.  But I wasn’t looking out for him.  I hadn’t noticed.  One of the things 
the Merlin app has given me is a prompt to listen out for the birds and notice 
them.  Sometimes I need a prompt to look out, or listen out, for God and what he might 
be saying to me.  It might just be a message of joy – like the lovely flowing song of the 
blackbird.  Or it might be a warning – like the chatter of the chiff chaff. 
 

How does God communicate with us?  Perhaps by a voice, or a feeling, or a prompt that 
invites us to turn to him.  That might be the call of conscience, or possibly a dream or 
vision, something someone says, sometimes a chance encounter, or perhaps just the 
conclusion of our thoughts and reasoning process.  The Merlin app has prompted me to 
be more alert to the calls of birdsong, but I know I need to be more alert to the call of 
God and listen out to what he might be saying to me.  If I listen out, maybe he will 
speak to me this month.  Perhaps he will speak to you too. 
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The United Benefice of Sharnbrook, Felmersham  

and Knotting with Souldrop

 

 

                             FORTHCOMING CHURCH SERVICES FOR JULY         

 

  

                      

Wed 3 July       9.30am   Holy Communion at St Peter’s 
  

Sun 7 July    9.00am  Said Holy Communion at St Peter’s             
Trinity 6             10.30am           Pet Service at St Mary’s (see page 5 for details) 
     6.00pm   Evensong at St Peter’s 
 

Wed 10 July    9.30am   Holy Communion at St Mary’s 
                    

Sun 14 July   9.00am  Said Holy Communion at St Mary’s             
Trinity 7             10.30am   Holy Communion at All Saints, Souldrop  
              10.30am   Choral Holy Communion at St Peter’s (ZOOM’d)  
    3.00pm   Faith Explorers at St Mary’s 
                

Wed 17 July    9.30am   Holy Communion at St Peter’s 
    

Sun 21 July               9.00am  Said Holy Communion at St Peter’s            
Trinity 8  10.30am   Choral Holy Communion at St Mary’s (ZOOM’d 
St Margaret of   3.00pm   Faith Explorers at All Saints  
Antioch    6.00pm   Evensong at St Margaret’s Knotting  
 

Wed 24 July    9.30am   Holy Communion at St Mary’s 
  

Sun 28 July            9.00am  Said Holy Communion at St Mary’s 
Trinity 9   10.30am          Choral Holy Communion at St Peter’s (ZOOM’d)   
 

Wed 31 July    9.30am   Holy Communion at St Peter’s 
 

Every Thursday          9.30 am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 

 

 

VILLAGE TRADES AND SERVICES 

Babysitting 

(Felmersham) 

Laura Hewlett     

782063 

  

Electrical Services 
Martin Blizard 

782527 

Babysitting 
Jasmine Bunker 
07368 466 948 

  
Painting &  
Decorating 

Eric Barford           
781719 

Babysitting 
Joely Chambers 
07803 157963 

Vinyl and Carpet 

Fitter 

8 years experience 

Danny   
O’Grady 

07720 779275 

Babysitting 
Lauren Smith 
07392 188836 

Animal Care and Dog 
Walking 

 
Annette Court-

ney 
783164 

 

 Childminding 
Maxine Boswell 

781940   
07985 228 116  

Dog Walking, feed-
ing/ boarding 

Ch. Tweed-
dale 

781279 

Community 
Care 

07786 344 176   

    

    

    

    

 

 

http://www.sharnbrookcofechurches.org/


  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 COFFEE MORNING: SATURDAY 6th JULY                                     Jane Wells 
 

The coffee morning for July to raise funds for the Restoration Fund  
will be held in  

St Mary’s Church, Felmersham at 10.30am on Saturday 6th July 
 

There will be a small raffle, plenty of chatter, coffee, tea and biscuits. 
Everyone welcome. 

Lunch Together           Maggie Spoor, Jane Wells, Jane Rhodes 

The next Lunch together at The Sun Pub will be on Friday, July 12th at 12.30. 

Come and join us for soup and sandwiches and a chat. The cost is £7 plus a 

little extra if you would like a cup of tea after your lunch.  If you would like to 

come please phone Jane Rhodes on 782138 by Wednesday 10th so that we 

can let Pete know the numbers.  As always, thanks are due to Pete and his 

team for looking after us. 

TEAS IN THE CHURCH: WEDNESDAY 17th JULY          Jane Wells 
 

Bring your friends, family and neighbours for a cuppa,  
slice of cake and chatter to  

Teas in the Church on Wednesday 17th July from 2.30pm  
    Looking forward to seeing you. 

Race for Life Bedford    28th July 2024                     Sue Evans  
My daughter and I are taking part in this years Race for Life to raise money in 
memory of Christopher Evans, much loved brother in law and uncle who died 
in November 2023 from prostate cancer.  
1 in 2 people will be diagnosed with cancer in their lifetime. Every single pound 
donated makes a difference to Cancer  Research UK's ground breaking work.  
Any support will be gratefully received. https://fundraise.cancerresearch.org/
team/sarah-team-2643.                                                                                Thank you                                       

Online Link for Church Services   

           https://zoom.us/j/763110804       The Password is: 079014 

https://fundraise.cancerresearch.org/team/sarah-team-2643.
https://fundraise.cancerresearch.org/team/sarah-team-2643.


 

 

Hand Sewn Curtains, Blinds and Accessories 

Made to Measure Service, finished to your exact requirements 
Contact Sarah Bunker on 01234 783220  or   07946 620821 

Website:  www.pinchmill-interiors.co.uk    Email:  sarah@pinchmill-interiors.co.uk 

 CARERS TOGETHER 
Come and join us for tea, cake,  

and a chat 

Our meeting will be at 2.30pm 

on Monday 

July 1st  
We will then meet again after a       

summer break on  

September 16th 
 

Meet with other Carers knowing the person you 
care for is enjoying activities in a safe and friendly 

environment. 
The Methodist Church, Park Lane, 

Sharnbrook 

For more information contact the group’s  

Co-ordinator 

Linda Hoar 07791214148  
lindahoar@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Felmersham  

& Radwell  

Archives 

If you are turning 

out at any point 

and have any 

photographs or 

items that would 

be suitable for 

the archives, 

then please  

contact  

Jane Carwithen 

07989 133149 

http://www.pinchmill-interiors.co.uk/
mailto:sarah@pinchmill-interiors.co.uk
about:blank


 

 

 

Bedford Borough Council 
Rural Bulky Skips Placement 2024 

for  
Felmersham and Radwell 

 

Saturday 3 August 
 

8-10am The Green, Radwell 
 

10.30 - 12 noon Marriotts Close, Felmersham 
 

NB: Free tea and cake in Marriotts Close—bring your rubbish and 
stay for a cuppa ! 

 

The Poos in the Ouse or What Lurks in Our River?        Sue Whitehouse 
 

We are all concerned for the state of the nation’s rivers and seas and particularly the 
river on our doorstep. Following a meeting last year between Richard Fuller MP,     
Anglian Water, the Borough and parish councils, an organisation was set up to address 
the issues by forming a citizen science investigation into the pollution up and down 
the Great Ouse. That organisation is the  

Bedfordshire Great Ouse Valley Environmental Trust BedsGOVET   
(see www.bedsgovet.org) 

 

It has been well reported that the Environment Agency is underfunded and cannot 
attend all potential problems, but they have been helpful and frank in dealings with 
BedsGOVET. Unsurprisingly, the detailed results of any testing Anglian Water does for 
itself are not shared and the source of some pollutants can be difficult to determine. 
 

Without evidence there is no case to answer, so BedsGOVET has a number of         
volunteers who regularly test the river water here and at a number of locations in this 
area. The action is spreading as new groups further along the Ouse Valley take on  
similar testing work. The testing in Bedford has produced particularly alarming results 
and things are far from safe here at times. 
 

Volunteers test the amount of nitrates and phosphates in the water and note the  
general quality, while faecal testing is currently sent away to a lab.  With good funding 
from respected organisations and local government, they are expanding testing,    
improving their outreach and developing resources to enable the involvement of 
schools in the study, care and monitoring of life in our river. 
 

BedsGOVET would like more volunteers and are also seeking a volunteer trustee with 
an Ecology background, so if you are interested in this important issue, please contact 
them via their Facebook link on the website or email: strategy@bedsgovet.org. 

 

 
 

A Date for your Diary 
 

The 24th 
Felmersham & Radwell Autumn Show  

and  
Art Exhibition  
will be held on 

Sunday 15th September 2024 
in Pinchmill Village Hall 

  
 

The Scarecrow Festival  
will be held on the same day as the 
Felmersham & Radwell Autumn Show 
again, and this year, entries should be 
made on the entry slip.  

Still free to enter.  
Look out for the poster coming soon  
confirming prizes.  
This year's theme, chosen by last year's 
winners Kate & Beau Johnson is  

"Super Heroes".                                      By Eva Tandy 

 

Spotted in Hunts Lane 

Have you seen any? 

 



 

 

 

                                    

 
 

www.cprebeds.org.uk 

 

Ouse Valley Mothers’                     

Union   

 

Thursday 11th July, 2.30pm, St Peter’s Room 
New members and visitors welcome  
(suggested donation £4 for MU charities) 

Details: contact Jackie Biggs (782517) or Hazel Scott (781559) 
We welcome anyone who would like to know about Mothers’ Union 

Charity No.249814 

 

Rector of 11 Churches?!! 
Revd Nick explains how he survived 


