MATT POULTER PLUMBING & HEATING

All plumbing and heating work undertaken

Complete bathroom refurbishment
Gas boiler Installation and service
Air source heat pumps—MCS Registered and Eligible for RHI Payments

www. poulterplumbing.co.uk

Checkatrade 07974212232 / mppoulter@gmail.com H

Barnes Tree Services

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
Trees reduced or removed ~ all waste chipped on site and taken away
NPTC qualified ~  Fully insured

Traditional family business ~ Woodland management since 1980

Ash logs always available for delivery
Telephone: Roger Barnes for a free quote on 01933 356205

REGULAR VILLAGE ACTIVITIES

7 pm Wednesday Sisters Supper
1st Wednesday in each month |Club. For more details please phone [The Sun
Rosie on 781046.

Every Tuesday 7.30pm Table Tennis Club Village Hall

2nd Tuesday every other 7.30pm Parish Council Meetings

i R
month (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sept/Nov) Committee Room

CHURCH OFFICERS

Rector Revd Paolo Di Leo (782000, 07968 606 377)
Curate Revd Dr Diana Stretton (07807 341 638)

Lay Leader of Worship Rosemary Drewery (07792 926 004)
Churchwarden Sue Whitehouse (781300)

Treasurer Stephen Hill (781064)

Editor : Jane Carwithen (782185) or email janecarwithen@gmail.com
Items to be with the Editor for the next edition by NOON on 25" of the month

June 2024

- www.felmershalfi

Stubborn Optimism Revd Dr Diana Stretton
There seems to have been a bit of a rush recently of TV series and films set in imagined
post-apocalyptic scenarios. On a recent trip to the cinema | noted 3 out of 5 of the
trailers had the backdrop of some form of disaster having gripped humanity. These
settings are all very richly imagined and can be used to tell some fascinating stories.
However, when taken alongside the ever more urgent warnings of our climate scientists
it can leave us (or at least me!) wondering what we imagine our world will be like in the
future. As a Christian | believe that the natural world is a gift that God has given to us,
and | can see that we have not and are not taking care of that gift as well as we might.

But whilst we might need to recognise the impact of our actions on our planet,
imagining that only disaster can follow is not that helpful. A recent article in The
Guardian by Christiana Figueres, former head of the UN climate change convention,
argues that ‘stubborn optimism’ is what is required. We need an understanding that
humanity can make the overarching technological changes required in the fuel we use
and the way we consume our natural resources. We need a confidence that the small
changes that we each make in our own lives can make a difference, whether that is
reducing our flights or car use, reducing the amount of meat or dairy in our diets, or
becoming less reliant on disposable plastics. Imagining that the worst-case scenario is
the only outcome doesn’t encourage us to act. With the climate, as with so many of the
challenges we see in the world, we have to look at the situation with realism, but, if we
do want to make the world a better place, then we have to act with hope.

Isaiah 40:31 says ‘...but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be
faint.” Hope or ‘stubborn optimism’ is what we need to help us keep going when the
challenges ahead seem overwhelming. So, whilst the post-apocalyptic scenarios may be
all the rage at the box office, | choose to remain stubbornly optimistic that we can do
better.



mailto:lorraine@felmersham.info

The United Benefice of Sharnbrook, Felmersham

and Knotting with Souldrop
StPeter’s Church, Sharnbrook MK44 1HU, StMary's Church, Felmersham MK43 7JP All

Saints Church, Souldrop MK44 1EX

www.sharnbrookcofechurches.org @
Welcome @ g‘f}g@)

FORTHCOMING CHURCH SERVICES FOR JUNE

THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND

Sun 2 June 9.00am
Trinity 1 10.30am

Wed 5 June 9.30am

Said Holy Communion at St Mary
Choral Holy Communion at St Peter’s (ZOOM’'d)

Holy Communion at St Peter’s

Sun 9 June 9.00am Said Holy Communion at St Peter’s

Trinity 2 10.30am Holy Communion at All Saints, Souldrop
10.30am Choral Holy Communion at St Mary’s (ZOOM’d)
3.00pm Faith Explorers at St Mary’s
6.00pm Evensong at St Peter’s

Wed 12 June 9.30am Holy Communion at St Mary’s

Sun 16 June 9.00am Said Holy Communion at St Mary’s
10.30am Choral Holy Communion at St Peter’s (ZOOM’d)
3.00pm Faith Explorers at All Saints

Wed 19 June 9.30am Holy Communion at St Peter’s

Sun 23 June 9.00am Said Holy Communion at St Peter’s
Trinity 4 10.30am Choral Holy Communion at St Mary’s (ZOOM’d)
3.00pm Pet Service at St Peter’s

Wed 26 June 9.30am Holy Communion at St Mary’s

Sunday 30 June 9.00am
St Peter’s Festival 10.30am

Said Holy Communion at St Mary’s
Choral Holy Communion at St Peter’s (ZOOM’d)

Every Thursday 9.30am Morning Prayer on Zoom

N

We believe good value and excellent
service go hand in hand.

NEVILLE. Because there is a difference.

BEDFORD

NEVILLE
FUNERALS

48 Roff Avenue MK41 7TE

t: 01234 359529

e: bedford@nevillefuneralservice.com

www.nevillefuneralservice.com

VILLAGE TRADES AND SERVICES

OFTEC Registered Engineers

Fully Insured

"Lacal Family [\ Run Business' @

mckheetiie]
Tel: 01234 328629
Mob: 07769 324331

info@markiheating.co.uk

INSTALL - SERVICE - REPAIR

MAINTAIN - SUPPORT

Babysitting

Laura Hewlett Electrical Services Martin Blizard
(Felmersham) 782063 782527
Babvsittin Jasmine Bunker Painting & Eric Barford
ystiting 07368 466 948 Decorating 781719
Vinyl and Carpet Danny
Babysitting Jggg)g???g ggs Fitter O’Grady
8 years experience 07720 779275
Babysitting Lauren Smith Animal Care and Dog AnnetrtleeyCourt-
07392 188836 Walking 783164
Maxine Boswell . Ch. Tweed-
Childminding 781940 Dog Walking, feed- dale
07985 228 116 & g 781279
Community

Care

07786 344 176
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SHARNBRUOK%

= for Voluntary Service

Coming soon to your local theatre!

SHARNBROOK%

=THEATRE

THE GIRL

VU ON THE
TRAIN

Based on the bestselling novel
by Paula Hawkins and the DreamWorks film
Adapted by Rachel Wagstaff & Duncan Abel

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with
Concord Theatricals Ltd on behalf of Samuel French Lid
www.concordtheatricals.co.uk

SHARNBROOK MILL THEATRE
24TH-28TH SEPTEMBER 2024

Tickets and more information
www.sharnbrookmilltheatre.co.uk

Sharnbrook Mill Theatre is a registered charity

Peter Hartop has stepped down after 20 years as Chairman of the
Felmersham Parish Council. We thank him for all his hard work over
this considerable period of time in this role.

COFFEE MORNING: SATURDAY 1°* JUNE Jane Wells

: The coffee morning for May to raise funds for the Restoration Fund
8 will be held in
- St Mary’s Church, Felmersham at 10.30am on Saturday 1* June

There will be a small raffle, plenty of chatter, coffee, tea and biscuits.
Everyone welcome.

An Evening Concert of Light Music
on Saturday 8" June at 7.30in St Mary’s Church

With the Ouse Valley Singers and Bridget Peirson-Davis (Soprano),
Alan McKenzie (Baritone) and Janet Welsh on Piano

Please come along and enjoy some wonderful singing.
Wine and light refreshments will be served in the interval.
There will be a retiring collection in aid of a sound system for St Mary’s Church
at the end of the concert.

i .
» Lunch Together Maggie Spoor, Jane Wells, Jane Rhodes |
i n
I8 The next Lunch Together will be on Friday 14" June. Please do come and share soup u

:: and sandwiches with new friends and old at The Sun Pub. It is a lovely opportunity to ::
im get together. The cost is £7 plus a little extra if you would like a cup of tea to follow. m
:: Please phone Jane Wells on 782462 if you would like to join us. We need to let Pete ::
i know numbers by Wednesday 12" so we would be grateful if you could let Jane g

:: know by then. As ever, we are very grateful to Pete for looking after us so well. ::

TEAS IN THE CHURCH: WEDNESDAY 19" JUNE Jane Wells

Teas in the Church will take place on Wednesday 19" June from 2.30pm
and will continue through the summer months on the
third Wednesday in the month until September.
Do bring your friends, family and neighbours for a cuppa,
slice of cake and chatter. Looking forward to seeing you.



CM HEATING
MAINTENANCE LTD

Domestic Oil Bosler Service

SERVICE
BREAKDOWN
OIL TANK INSTALLATION

The Oil Boiler Specialists - /i

J.C Keoep Tel: 01234 824400 s
Email: sales@cm-heating.co.uk www.cm-heating.co.uk

Pinchmitt

INTERIORS
Hand Sewn Curtains, Blinds and Accessories

Made to Measure Service, finished to your exact requirements
Contact Sarah Bunker on 01234 783220 or 07946 620821

Website: www.pinchmill-interiors.co.uk Email: sarah@pinchmill-interiors.co.uk

BLACK AND WHITE REVIVAL

Helen Dawkins LRPS

* Traditional Photograph
Restoration & Conservation

e Archival Storage: Antique Frames
e Darkroom printing

Sepia Toning: Hand Colouring

01234 782265

www.blackandwhiterevival.co.uk

In business since 1992

Bedfordshire homelessness charity receives £30k funding boost
from The Harpur Trust

Bedfordshire homelessness charity Emmaus Village Carlton is celebrating after
receiving a £30,000 grant from The Harpur Trust.

The funding from the Bedford-based charitable trust will support the building and
garden redevelopment of the charity’s main administrative building, the Dom Gregory
building, named after the founder of Emmaus Village Carlton.

Donna-Louise Cobban, Emmaus Village Carlton’s Chief Executive Officer, said: “I'm
thrilled and extremely grateful to The Harpur Trust for their generous grant which will
help us with this vital project.

The Dom Gregory building has been the administrative centre at the heart of our
community which houses our main offices, meeting, therapy and training rooms, as
well as our eBay operations.

It requires modernisation and refurbishment to bring it up to date and ensure it can
continue serving our community for many years to come as our new companion
support and wellbeing hub. This grant will also help us to landscape the surrounding
gardens to make the environment pleasant and inviting for our companions and
enhance their wellbeing. Thank you to The Harpur Trust for helping to make this
possible.”

CARERS TOGETHER

Come and join us for tea, cake,

RP TESTA

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES LIMITED
and a chat

Our meeting will be at 2.30pm A professional service with over

on Monday 30 years experience for

all general plumbing and heating requirements

June 3" & June 17"

and full design and installation for:
CENTRAL HEATING inc. LPG

Meet with other Carers knowing the

person you care for is enjoying activi-

L 4
¢ BATHROOMS: inc.tiling etc.
ties in a safe and friendly environment. ¢

UNDERFLOOR HEATING

The Methodist Church, Park Lane, PAORCESTER
Sharnbrook % o '
For more information contact the group’s
Co-ordinator A LOCAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE

Linda Hoar 07791214148
lindahoar@hotmail.co.uk

01234 781827

www.testaplumbingandheating.co.uk
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From the Country Park Staff and
The Friends of Harrold-Odell Country Park
At Harrold-Odell Country Park and designed by one of our talented volunteers, we

have a range of activities for children to do around the park and they are available to
buy for £1 in the café (cash or card).

The Children’s activities include brass 55
rubbings, colouring in, a nature
sudoku and a word search amongst

other things. The | Spot bookle.t ;h‘ﬁdren’s R
takes you around the park to find a Actavities . /
variety of wildlife and park ST NNDPON | SPO:\t"'A
structures, gathering points as you

&N

go and you award yourself a bronze,
silver or gold star at the end
depending on how many points you
collect. The Children’s Crosswords
has only recently come out and there are 12 crosswords and the opportunity to create
your own.

They’re all great activities to occupy the kids in your life and motivate them to get
round the park! We hope you enjoy your visits to our wonderful park.

Bolnhurst Vintage & Country Fayre
St Neots Road, MK44 2ER

15th & 16th June

Looking for somewhere to take your dad this father's day weekend
Want to enjoy a fun filled day for ALL the family?
As well as tractors, steamers, vintage cars, trade stands, craft tent, food court, kids
rides and much more we have a great display of vintage motorcycles!
We've put our order in for the sunshine too

A Date for your Diary

The 24th
Felmersham & Radwell Autumn Show
and
Art Exhibition
will be held on
Sunday 15™ September 2024
in Pinchmill Village Hall

Look out for the schedules
which will be delivered this month

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH Dave Girling

Bedfordshire Police have planned a number of “Coffee with a cop and
engagement sessions” for May and June. Neighbourhood Watch will also join
them whenever possible.

The nearest to Felmersham and Radwell is on Saturday 8" June at Milton
Ernest Garden Centre between 1000 and 1200.

Subject to any emergency callouts it should be attended by the Bedford
Community Policing Team & North Rural Community team as well as

Neighbourhood Watch. All are welcome.
KAKAAAAKRKAKAA A A AAKRKA A AR AAAAAAAAAA R A AR A A Ak A A hK

At a recent Neighbourhood Watch Meeting Bedford Police gave a presentation con-
cerning amongst other things a focus on Knife Crime in Bedfordshire :

Over 1,000 knives and other weapons have been recovered across Bedfordshire follow-
ing a week-long amnesty as part of a national campaign to cut knife crime.

Last week’s Operation Sceptre saw Bedfordshire Police join forces with key partners
and communities to carry out operational activity across the county.

The county’s 11 weapons bins were emptied, with 1,038 offensive weapons recovered.
These weapons will be destroyed after being reviewed by officers to see if they have
been used in any criminal acts.

Full details of this and other police actions can be seen on their Web site:
Beds.police.uk then clicking on Latest News. If it is not visible then type Operation
Sceptre in the Search box.



http://beds.police.uk/

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: 14 MAY 2024
EDITED HIGHLIGHTS

Parish Council Membership

At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, Annette Courtney was elected as Chair-
person and Marjorie Pipe was re-elected as Vice-Chair for the next annual period. The
meeting thanked the outgoing Chairman, Peter Hartop, for his considerable period of
office, serving 21 years on the Parish Council to date, of which 20 years was in the
position of Chairman.

Rural Bulky Waste Collection

The rural bulky waste collection service would take place on Saturday 3 August 2024, at
The Green, Radwell (from 8.00am — 10.00am) and Marriotts Close, Felmersham (from
10.30am — 12.00 noon).

Highway Sweeping and Gully Emptying

The roads have been swept since the last meeting of the Parish Council and a total of
76 gullies emptied between 2 April 2024 and 15 April 2024. Some of the gullies were
inaccessible at the time of the visit and Borough Highways are aware so that clearance
can be planned at the next visit.

Traffic Regulation Order

Bedford Borough Council had issued, on 18 April 2024, a Public Notice and plan
confirming that they proposed to make a Traffic Regulation Order to introduce “No
waiting at any time” restrictions (double yellow lines) at the junction of Church End and
Memorial Lane, Felmersham (on the western edge for a distance of approximately 55
metres). This is a Borough Council initiative.

Felmersham and Radwell Bridges

The detritus built up by the bridges is of concern and had been reported to the
Borough Environmental Team, with the expectation that they would liaise directly with
Environment Agency.

Accounting Statement 2023/2024

The Parish Council considered the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March
2024 which identified a total balance £43,854 (compared to the balance brought
forward as at 31 March 2023 of £29,226). The balance included the Community
Infrastructure Levy payment of £9,357.48 that had been received in 2023/2024 and
which is available for investment in capital infrastructure.

The Accounting Statements had been subject to an independent Internal Audit process
and the audit confirmed that the financial position is correctly stated and that the
Parish Council appears to be well run, effectively and efficiently organised and meets
the various legislative and other standards required of it. Smaller authorities are
required to make available the financial statements and other documents for public
inspection for a period of 30 working days and, as such, public inspection would be
available during the period 3 June 2024 to 12 July 2024.

Date of Next Parish Council Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled to take place at the Village Hall on Tuesday 9 July 2024
at 7.30pm.

<, Ouse Valley Mothers’
; Union

Members’ Meeting
Come for a chat and a piece of cake!
Please bring a memento of your childhood or your life so far, to tell us about

Thursday 13" June, 2.30pm, St Peter’s Room
New members and visitors welcome
(suggested donation £4 for MU charities)
Details: contact Jackie Biggs (782517) or Hazel Scott (781559)
We welcome anyone who would like to know about Mothers’ Union
Charity No.249814
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OAKGATE

JOINERY

Make an entrance with a pair of Oakgate Joinery gates

Call us today for a free no obligation quote 0845 519 4049 ﬂ
info@oakgatejoinery.co.uk www.oakgate-joinery.co.uk




