
REGULAR MONTHLY ACTIVITIES  
1st Wednesday in each month  7.30pm Wednesday Sisters The Sun  

   

2nd Tuesday every other 
month 

 7.30pm Parish Council Meetings 
 (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sept/Nov) 

Committee Room 

   

3rd Tuesday in each month  7.30pm WI Pinchmill School 

CHURCH OFFICERS 

          Rector                              Revd Paolo Di Leo         (782000) 
          Lay Leaders of Worship    Rosemary Drewery             (07792 926 004) 
     Jane Templeman                 (07885 617 583) 
          Churchwarden                   Sue Whitehouse        (781300)  
          Treasurer                                        Stephen Hill                          (781064) 

Editor :     Jane Carwithen (782185)  or email janecarwithen@gmail.com 
               Items to be with the Editor for the next edition by NOON  on 25th  of the month 

 

 

Barnes Tree Services 
ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

Trees reduced or removed  ~  all waste chipped on site and taken away 

NPTC qualified   ~      Fully insured 

Traditional family business  ~  Woodland management since 1980 

Ash logs always available for delivery 

Telephone:  Roger Barnes for a free quote on 01933 356205 

REGULAR VILLAGE ACTIVITIES 

 
Tuesday 7.30pm Table Tennis Club Village Hall 

Thursday 1.30—2.30pm Book Barn Barn next to The Sun 

Saturday 11—12 noon Book Barn Barn next to The Sun 

 

                           

 

 

Queen Elizabeth II                                                 From the Revd Paolo Di Leo     
“We know, every one of us, that in the end all will be well; for God will care for us 
and give us victory and peace. And when peace comes, remember it will be for us, 
the children of today, to make the world of tomorrow a better and happier 
place.” 1 
These words were offered to the nation on the 13 th of October 1940 by Queen 
Elizabeth II as a young princess in waiting.  This was her first public speech to the 
nation.  Born on the 21st of April 1926 she was just 14 years old. It is often said 
that “out of the mouths of infants” we often garner wisdom and insights that our 
adult lives miss or ignore.  This is a Biblical truth and idiom that has entered our 
common experience and language.2 
 

During her long reign, Queen Elizabeth II has never wavered from these words. 
She has never detoured from her service, commitment and leadership of this 
nation. She has consistently given messages of hope to others.  
 

Even during her own personal darkest hours, who can forget her sitting alone in 
St. George's Chapel at Windsor Castle?  
 

Even at the height of the COVID crisis she was committed to make herself visible, 
vulnerable and exposed.  Not only did she pay her last loving respects to a      
beloved husband, but she also gave the nation hope, during what, for many,  
appeared to be a hopeless situation.  

 

Public figures are above all role models.  They should all be aspirational figures 
who inspiring us by their example, encourage us to lead good, fruitful and      
constantly better lives.  Lives that leave a legacy to build upon.  Without any 
shadow of doubt Queen Elizabeth II has been such a role model.    (Ctd. Overleaf)  
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The United Benefice of Sharnbrook, Felmersham  

and Knotting with Souldrop

 

 

 

FORTHCOMING CHURCH SERVICES JUNE 

 

 

Wed 1 June          9.30am  Holy Communion at St Peter’s 

Sun 5 June           9.00am Said Holy Communion at St  Mary’s 
Pentecost           10.30am     Choral Holy Communion at St Peter’s (also ZOOM’d) 

        3.30am  Jubilee Family Service at All Saints, Souldrop 

                                6.00pm Jubilee Songs of Praise at St Mary’s 
 

Wed 8 June           9.30am  Holy Communion at St  Mary’s 

Sun 12 June       9.00am Said Holy Communion at St Peter’s 
Trinity                 10.30am     Choral Holy Communion at St Mary’s (also ZOOM’d) 

Sunday      10.30am Holy Communion at All Saints, Souldrop 

                                6.00pm  Evensong at St Peter’s 
 

Wed 15 June       9.30am  Holy Communion at St Peter’s 

Sun 19 June         9.00am Said Holy Communion at St Mary’s 
                  10.30am    Choral Holy Communion at St Peter’s (also ZOOM’d)                               
 

Wed 22 June      9.30am  Holy Communion at St  Mary’s 

Sun 26 June       9.00am Said Holy Communion at St Peter’s 
                 10.30am     Choral Holy Communion at St Mary’s (also ZOOM’d) 

        6.00pm  Evensong at St Peter’s 
 

Wed 29 June       9.30am  Holy Communion at St Peter’s 

 

 

VILLAGE TRADES AND SERVICES 

Babysitting 

(Felmersham) 

Laura Hewlett     

782063 

  

Electrical Services 
Martin Blizard 

782527 

 Childminding 
Maxine Boswell 

781940   
07985 228 116  

  
Painting &  
Decorating 

Eric Barford           
781719 

Community 
Care 

07786 344 176 IT Services 
(business or home) 

Clive Just   
781967 
783246 

Dog Walking, 
feeding/ boarding 

Ch. Tweeddale 
781279 

Piano/Guitar  
Lessons (all ages) 

Margo Payne         
782355 

Animal Care and 
Dog Walking 

Annette Courtney 
783164 

 

Maths Tuition 
(inc. A Level  &  
Further Maths) 

Geraldine  
Hubbard 
781413 

Vinyl and Carpet 

Fitter 

8 years experience 

Danny   
O’Grady 

07720 779275 
  

    

    

    

    

 
  

Computer support,  

consultancy and 

maintenance 

for business or home 

www.allforit.co.uk 

Tel:  Clive Just  01234 783246 

http://www.sharnbrookcofechurches.org/
http://www.allforit.co.uk/


  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 Online Links   
For online services:- 

The Link is: https://zoom.us/j/763110804  
The Password is: 079014 

JUBILEE COFFEE MORNING: SATURDAY 4th JUNE                                    Jane Wells 
The June Coffee Morning to raise funds for the Church Restoration fund and to         
celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee will be held in St Mary's Church, Felmersham, on        
Saturday 4th June from 10.30am. There will be a small raffle and plenty of 
chatter! Do come along. Everyone is welcome. It will be lovely to see you. The 
July Coffee morning will take place in the Church on Saturday 2nd July. 
 

TEAS IN THE CHURCH WEDNESDAY 15TH JUNE from 2.30pm. Do come along 

and join us for a cuppa and a piece of cake. Bring your friends and neighbours 

for a chat, to meet others and to find out what is happening in the village!      

Everyone and all ages are welcome. Teas in the Church will next take place on 

Wednesday 20th July.  

Queen Elizabeth II (Ctd.) I quote a previous reflection of mine which I feel is still 
relevant: 
“Through the days and weeks following Prince Philip ’s death there has been no 
‘grandstanding’ ‘theatrics’ ‘self-acclamations’ ‘self-pity’ ‘self-publicity’             
‘self-focus’, … I could go on. Rarely have we experienced a global leader of such 
historical import: past, present and in the future, who has not used such a time as 
this to increase their historical, political, economic, social or personal status and 
position”. This way of life seems to be a core aspect of her leadership and the 
way she is.  There is evidence of a ‘Christ like’ quality to her life. 
 

In her first speech, she exhorted us to hope for a better future based on faith and 
hope and a special focus on others who needed help. In a recent address on the 
14th of March 2022, she gave us this exhortation:   
“In these testing times, it is my hope that you can draw strength and inspiration 
from what we share, as we work together towards a healthy, sustainable and 
prosperous future for all.”  3 
 

At the age of 96 she continues to hope, pray, inspire and seek the wellbeing of 
others.  When we strip away the external trappings of royalty, she has presented, 
I suggest, a Christ like attitude of service, commitment and duty.  
I will confess, I am not a royalist nor a republican, yet when I grow up, I aspire to 
be like her. Not to be clothed in birth right, empire, privilege, royalty, wealth, 
power or fame, but a servant to others clothed in the likeness of Christ  

1 https://www.royal.uk/wartime-broadcast-1940 
2 Psalm 8:2        3 https://www.royal.uk/queens-commonwealth-day-message-2022  



 

 

Hand Sewn Curtains, Blinds and Accessories 

Made to Measure Service, finished to your exact requirements 

Contact Sarah Bunker on 01234 783220  or   07946 620821 

Website:  www.pinchmill-interiors.co.uk    Email:  sarah@pinchmill-interiors.co.uk 

  

 UPDATE FOR THE FELMERSHAM AND RADWELL BOOK BARN 
 
Many thanks for all the book donations. We are currently processing those we 
have so if you would like to donate please get in touch with Caroline Forni 
through Facebook or 07521 967 854 before taking them to the Barn.  

In addition to opening the Book Barn on Thursday from 1.30-2.30pm, the book 
barn will open from 11.00 -12.00 on Saturdays as well, starting from 11 June. 

 

  

K M Lovell 

General building  

      ♦   BLOCK PAVING 

      ♦   EXTENSIONS 

      ♦   ROOFING 

      ♦   PATIOS 

All work considered 
 

01234   782869 

CARERS TOGETHER 

Come and join us for tea, cake and a chat. 

Our meetings will be at 2.20pm 

on 

June 14th   June 28th 

 

Meet with other Carers knowing the person 
you care for is enjoying activities in a safe 

and friendly environment. 
 

The Methodist Church, Park Lane,  

Sharnbrook 

 

For more information contact the  

group’s Co-ordinator 

 

Linda Hoar 07791214148  

lindahoar@hotmail.co.uk 

http://www.pinchmill-interiors.co.uk/
mailto:sarah@pinchmill-interiors.co.uk


 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: 10 MAY 2022 
EDITED HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Parish Council Membership 
At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, Peter Hartop was re-elected as           
Chairperson and Marjorie Pipe was re-elected as Vice-Chair for the next annual period. 
 

 Bedford Borough Council Local Plan 2040 
Bedford Borough Council had considered and approved the Local Plan 2040 for its final 
stage of consultation which will take place for a six-week period from 15 June 2022 to 
29 July 2022. The Borough Council has a legal responsibility to set Local Plans, deciding 
where growth and development will take place in the Borough in future years; from 
homes and jobs to schools and infrastructure. Taking into account existing                 
commitments, the number of dwellings to be delivered by allocations in Local Plan 
2040 is around 12,275.   
The broad approach to the development strategy retains the initial focus for growth in 
the urban area, including suitable, previously developed ‘brownfield’ sites. The strategy 
then focuses on growth based around the rail network, taking advantage of the        
opportunity to enable people to live and travel sustainably. This includes two new 
settlements close to two new rail stations on the proposed East West Rail line at the 
former brickworks at Kempston Hardwick, and at Little Barford to the east of the      
Borough, where the East West Rail line is planned to cross the East Coast Main Line.     
Other development sites are allocated south of Bedford, where new sustainable        
connections to existing or planned rail stations at Kempston Hardwick and Wixams, and 
to nearby Bedford, can be achieved.  It is clearly evident that the focus of new           
development is South of Bedford.  
 

Traffic Data 
During March & April the highest recorded speed through Felmersham in the 
20mph zone was 51mph, there were 50 instances where speeds were recorded 
above 35mph.  In Radwell the highest recorded speed was 83mph and there 
were 42 instances where speeds exceeded 60mph.   
Footnote:  The police are aware and are undertaking speed checks. 
 

Important footnote following the meeting 
 

Felmersham & Radwell Neighbourhood Plan (see separate notice) 
The Felmersham & Radwell  Neighbourhood Plan  has now been subject to external 
examination and the Examiners report confirmed that the plan has been prepared in 
compliance with the procedural requirements and that it meets the Basic Conditions 
and other legal requirements for neighbourhood plans and should proceed to           
Referendum. 

Bedford Borough Council has also confirmed that the Executive decision to proceed to 

the Referendum stage was signed on 11 April 2022.  It is now known that the             

Referendum will take place on Thursday 23 June 2022.    
 

                           

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

          

 

It’s getting very close to celebration time!! 
We will be running this street food menu 
on Thursday 2, Friday 3 and Saturday 4 
June, 12- 9pm with all things British. 
On  the Sunday 5 June  we will of course 
be sticking to tradition with a roast menu.  
There will be no separate dining room 
menu over the weekend and no bookings 
taken so just come along and grab your 
table. 
The bar will be open as normal so we can 
raise a glass! 

We have now had approval for a road 

closure on a section of Grange Road 

(outside the pub heading towards 

Marriotts Close) for the Jubilee Friday 

for a good old-fashioned knees up! 

Tables, Chairs and Treats provided.  

This one is for Felmersham and 

Radwell residents only as that’s an  

important condition of the closure. 

Feel free to bring your own picnics 

and drinks. We will also have them 

available at the pub.  

If you would like to provide any      

entertainment (particularly musical) 

please let me know. 

From 

Peter Pestell 

STOP  

PRESS 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

FLEXIBLE SPACE. A CHURCH PROJECT                                Sue Whitehouse 
 

Many thanks to all those of you who kindly sponsored a stone slab for 
the forthcoming changes inside the church. The Diocese has                
recommended that our plans be approved and I will shortly be placing 
the details in paper form in the church and on the www.felmersham.net 
website for public scrutiny. 
I am applying for grants so that we can proceed but that may take a 
little while to come through and in the meantime we still need to raise 
more funds to make the church into a useful building for everybody. 
Further sponsorship, whether £100 or 100 pence, will still be very        
welcome. 
Please contact Stephen Hill at 46 Marriotts Close (781064) if you are 
willing to contribute. 
Our thanks to Janet Welsh for the concerts she has arranged this year 
which have helped to boost our funds. We look forward to more and 
varied performances when the project is complete. 

http://felmersham.net


WILDING OUR CHURCHYARD                                                           Sue Whitehouse 
 

Many people have admired the flush of primroses that have been gradually 
seeding themselves around the church and, as last year, we are leaving some 
areas of the churchyard uncut while the next lot of wild flowers seed them-
selves. Whilst we are grateful for the efforts of the contract mower, the UK has 
lost 97% of wildflower meadow since the1930s and the Church of England en-
courages the use of churchyards for this purpose.  We now have milkmaids, 
bedstraws, ground Ivy, speedwell, vetches and a range of other things coming 
along. The area on the north side that we started two years ago will soon be 
needed for burials but if I can keep some bits from being cut we will increase 
nature’s hold over time. 
I have recently spotted a baby grass snake as well, which is an encouraging 
sign. 

VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE                                                              Karen Yasseen  

We held our first ever Auction of Promises on Saturday 14th May in the very sunny 
garden of The Sun. We are pleased to say that it was a great success and proved to be 
an enjoyable afternoon for all who came along.   

We would like to convey our thanks to everyone who donated a promise, everyone 
who bid and of course Pete and Connie for hosting the event in their garden. There 
also needs to be a special thank you to Hannah Just who organised the event and did 
a fantastic job of auctioneer on the day!  

The amount raised was over £1000, which will help to maintain the village hall and 
playground which is such a valuable resource for the village.  

Our next event will be our first ever Barn Dance on Saturday 1st October, more details 
to follow.  

SAVE THE CHILDREN                                                                                 Andy Evans 
 

Many thanks to all those who gave so generously in the recent door to door 
collection. A wonderful sum of £262.85 was raised, all of which will go to HQ 
to be used in the work around Ukraine. If you still have an envelope waiting to 
be collected or you would like to make a late donation, please make contact 
on 782523. Special thanks to Anne Smith, Gill Greenish and Sue Evans for 
their help 
Thanks again 

 

Local charity offers rooms for Ukrainian refugees 

Homelessness charity Emmaus Village Carlton has signed up to the government’s 
Homes for Ukraine scheme, offering up a three-bedroom house, a one-bedroom flat 
and three single-person flats at their site near Carlton. 

The scheme allows people to host Ukrainian refugees who don't have family ties in the 
UK, for up to 12 months. Emmaus Village Carlton has already welcomed one family 
group, with another group arriving soon, totalling 13 people from Ukraine. 

Speaking about the plans, Chief Officer Angela Foll said: “We’re so pleased we’re able 
to help in this way and it’s been moving to see people in our local community come 
together to help with this important project. Our first guests 
have settled in well and are being supported by volunteers. 
We’re in regular contact with the other Ukrainian family and 
are offering support as they make visa and travel arrangements 
to get here.  

Volunteers were initially tasked with helping to clean and fur-
nish the previously vacant buildings. The Ukrainian guests are being offered the      
accommodation rent-free, in addition to clothing, food and other essential supplies. 

Martin Clitheroe is one of many Emmaus volunteers working on the project: “A lot of 
people have put in an enormous amount of work to overcome all the hurdles the    
government has put up, making it so difficult to get desperate people into the UK.  The 
experience we have gained will help us to advise others.” 

Emmaus Village Carlton is now seeking local volunteers who are willing to offer help 
and support to the Ukrainian families. To find out more, please contact                      
martinclitheroe@emmausvc.org.       

A BREAK FROM PLANTING                                                               Sue Whitehouse 
On Sunday 22nd allotment holders held 
a picnic gathering on site to thank those 
who put in so much effort to provide us all 
with a lovely club house. The weather was 
idea, making for a relaxed and chatty    
occasion. We were pleased to welcome all 
those who contributed in some way to the 
building and refurbishment process and 
also to those who sponsored trees for the 

community orchard. These are all looking very healthy but will not be allowed to bear 
fruit this year as they are young and still establishing. 
We are grateful to the Felmersham and Radwell Community Trust who funded much 
of the work and look forward to making good use of this facility in the future. 

 

mailto:martinclitheroe@emmausvc.org

