
REGULAR MONTHLY ACTIVITIES 
 

1st Wednesday in each month  7.30pm Wednesday Sisters The Sun  

    

2nd Tuesday every other 
month 

 7.30pm Parish Council Meetings 
 (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sept/Nov) 

Committee Room 

   

3rd Tuesday in each month  7.30pm WI Pinchmill School 

CHURCH OFFICERS 

          Rector                              Revd Paolo Di Leo         (782000) 
          Lay Leaders of Worship    Rosemary Drewery             (07792 926 004) 
     Jane Templeman                 (07885 617 583) 
          Churchwarden                   Sue Whitehouse        (781300)  
          Treasurer                                        Stephen Hill                          (781064) 

Editor :     Jane Carwithen (782185)  or email janecarwithen@gmail.com 
               Items to be with the Editor for the next edition by NOON  on 25th  of the month 

REGULAR VILLAGE ACTIVITIES  

Tuesday 7.30pm  Table Tennis Club  Village Hall 

 

 

Barnes Tree Services 
ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

Trees reduced or removed  ~  all waste chipped on site and taken away 

NPTC qualified   ~      Fully insured 

Traditional family business  ~  Woodland management since 1980 

Ash logs always available for delivery 

Telephone:  Roger Barnes for a free quote on 01933 356205 

 

                           

 

 

 
Being part of a community  
 

Anyone who has played a team sport will know that the needs of the team 
must come first. Woe betide the player who seeks individual glory! Films and 
plays are similar in this respect: though there may be great performances from 
individual actors, it is the quality of the production that matters most. A poor 
performance from an actor playing a minor role can ruin the                           
production. Human beings are at their most fulfilled when they lose           
themselves in an activity. It may be a research scientist trying to find a cure for 
cancer. Or something as apparently mundane as losing oneself in a book when 
we become part of the community of readers.  
 

Working with and for others and seeking an experience that transcends the 
self are at the heart of the Christian Church.  We proclaim that “we are the 
body of Christ”. We retain our individuality, of course, but it is channelled into 
an experience that is not limited by who we are. And these values should be at 
the heart of secular society too. At his inauguration in 1961 John F. Kennedy 
famously said, “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do 
for your country.” A country, and the communities within it, are stronger and 
better served if individuals put others before themselves. In our own society 
we see this selflessness in organisations such as the Rotary Club, the RNLI, the 
Samaritans and a host of other voluntary activities. 
  

And here in Felmersham and Radwell, we are not simply a group of individuals 
who happen to live close to one another. We are a community, and collectively 
we decide on the nature of our community. Are we welcoming of strangers? Is 
there a spirit of inclusiveness? So often we can be justifiably proud of the acts 
of kindness shown in our villages.                                                     Ernest Carwithen 
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The United Benefice of Sharnbrook, Felmersham  

and Knotting with Souldrop

 

 

FORTHCOMING CHURCH SERVICES MAY 
 

 

Sun 1 May       9.00am Said Holy Communion at St Peter’s 
                 10.30am     Choral Holy Communion at St Mary’s (also ZOOM’d) 

        6.00pm  Evensong at St Peter’s 
 

Wed 4 May          9.30am  Holy Communion at St Peter’s 

Sun 8 May            9.00am Said Holy Communion at St  Mary’s 
      10.30am     Choral Holy Communion at St Peter’s (also ZOOM’d) 

      10.30am  Holy Communion at All Saints, Souldrop 
 

Wed 11 May       9.30am  Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

Sun 15 May       9.00am    Choral Holy Communion at St Peter’s                                
                  10.30am    Joint Churches Together  Christian Aid Service  
                                                  at St Mary’s  (also ZOOM’d)                                             
        6.00pm  Evensong at St Peter’s 
 

Wed 18 May        9.30am  Holy Communion at St Peter’s 

Sun 22 May          9.00am Said Holy Communion at St Mary’s 
                  10.30am    Choral Holy Communion Good News for Everyone  
                                                  at St Peter’s (also ZOOM’d) 

                               6.00pm  Evensong at St Peter’s 
 

Wed 25 May       9.30am  Holy Communion at St  Mary’s 

Sun 29 May       9.00am Said Holy Communion at St Peter’s 
                 10.30am     Choral Holy Communion at St Mary’s (also ZOOM’d) 

        6.00pm  Evensong at St Peter’s 

 

 

VILLAGE TRADES AND SERVICES 

Babysitting 

(Felmersham) 

Laura Hewlett     

782063 

  

Electrical Services 
Martin Blizard 

782527 

 Childminding 
Maxine Boswell 

781940   
07985 228 116  

  
Painting &  
Decorating 

Eric Barford           
781719 

Community 
Care 

07786 344 176 IT Services 
(business or home) 

Clive Just   
781967 
783246 

Dog Walking, 
feeding/ boarding 

Ch. Tweeddale 
781279 

Piano/Guitar  
Lessons (all ages) 

Margo Payne         
782355 

Animal Care and 
Dog Walking 

Annette Courtney 
783164 

 

Maths Tuition 
(inc. A Level  &  
Further Maths) 

Geraldine  
Hubbard 
781413 

Vinyl and Carpet 

Fitter 

8 years experience 

Danny   
O’Grady 

07720 779275 
  

    

    

    

    

 
  

Computer support,  

consultancy and 

maintenance 

for business or home 

www.allforit.co.uk 

Tel:  Clive Just  01234 783246 

http://www.sharnbrookcofechurches.org/
http://www.allforit.co.uk/


  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 Online Links   
For online services:- 

The Link is: https://zoom.us/j/763110804  
The Password is: 079014 

The Annual PCC Meeting 

The date of the annual PCC meeting is Tuesday 17th May 2022, the venue is St. 

Mary’s Church and it will start at 7.30 pm.  There are two parts to the meeting: 

 1)   Election of Churchwardens  

 2)   Reports on mission, restoration and management of St. Mary’s church. 

If you are a resident of Felmersham or Radwell you are welcome to attend the first 

part of the meeting and vote for Churchwardens.  If you are a member of the church 

electoral roll you can also attend the second part of the meeting. 

COFFEE MORNING: SATURDAY 7th MAY                                                                Jane Wells 
The May Coffee Morning to raise funds for the Church Restoration fund will be held in 
St Mary's Church, Felmersham, on Saturday 7th May from 10.30am. 
There will be a small raffle and plenty of chatter! 
Do come along. Everyone is welcome. It will be lovely to see you. 
The June Coffee morning will take place in the Church on Saturday 4th June. 
 

TEAS IN THE CHURCH 
Teas in the Church will be happening again during the summer months mainly on the 
third Wednesday in the month. The first one being on: 
Wednesday 18th May from 2.30pm 
Do come along and join us for a cuppa and a piece of cake. Bring your friends and 
neighbours for a chat, to meet others and to find out what is happening in the village! 
Everyone and all ages are welcome. 

Teas in the Church will next take place on Wednesday 15th June. 

EASTER DETECTIVES                                                                                      Sue Whitehouse 
 

I would like to say a special thank you to Rosie Cheetham and Rachel Mellor who  
organised a fun hunt for clues in and around the Church on Saturday during the    
Easter weekend.  
We had a nice lot of young detectives who collected clues to make up parts of the 
Easter story before coming inside for drinks and chocolate bunnies and the Easter 
story.  It was also lovely to welcome so many back the next day for our Easter Sunday 
service with more chocolate, butterflies and things to take home. 
Thank you ladies for a lovely family event. 



 

 

Hand Sewn Curtains, Blinds and Accessories 

Made to Measure Service, finished to your exact requirements 

Contact Sarah Bunker on 01234 783220  or   07946 620821 

Website:  www.pinchmill-interiors.co.uk    Email:  sarah@pinchmill-interiors.co.uk 

Jubilee Event in Bedford 

Bedford Beacon Lighting - Thursday 2 June 

• free to attend 

• Castle Mound 

• 9.45pm 
                                                              
www.bedford.gov.uk/jubilee 

  

K M Lovell 

General building  

      ♦   BLOCK PAVING 

      ♦   EXTENSIONS 

      ♦   ROOFING 

      ♦   PATIOS 

All work considered 
 

01234   782869 

CARERS TOGETHER 

Come and join us for tea, cake and a chat. 

Our meetings will be at 2.20pm 

on 

May 10th   May 24th 

 

Meet with other Carers knowing the person 
you care for is enjoying activities in a safe 

and friendly environment. 
 

The Methodist Church, Park Lane,  

Sharnbrook 

 

For more information contact the  

group’s Co-ordinator 

 

Linda Hoar 07791214148  

lindahoar@hotmail.co.uk 

http://www.pinchmill-interiors.co.uk/
mailto:sarah@pinchmill-interiors.co.uk


 

Michael Benson (13 February 1942 to 20 March 2022) 
 

Dad was born and grew up in Herefordshire, moved to Bedford in the 1970s with my 
mother, and lived happily in Felmersham with Reiko for his final decades. 
Music was always a big part of Dad’s life. He played 
the guitar and, in later years, the piano. He inherited 
from his father a love of bellringing, and for a while 
was the tower captain at Felmersham. But singing 
was his real musical love. He was an enthusiastic 
member of the Felmersham church choir, and was 
part of the Bedford Choral Society for decades: not 
only did he sing, he spent nearly 25 years research-
ing and writing his book about the history of the 
Society, which was published in 2015.  
He also loved old bikes – people in Felmersham may 
remember his penny-farthing, which he got for his 
fiftieth birthday, from when he rode it at village 
fetes. And more recently he enjoyed driving his Skoda, which happily has found a new 
home in Felmersham.  
Dad was never defined by his work, but no one could spend 32 years working         
somewhere, as dad did at City and Guilds, the qualifications body, without the          
organisation leaving its mark on them. Dad showed a quiet, unassuming pride and   
interest in his work - he was always pleased when he met someone who had a ‘City and 
Guilds’.  
After dad retired, he settled into a happy life as part of the community in Felmersham, 
with Reiko, his dogs - Georgie then Maisie - enjoying pottering in the garden, putting up 
shelves, and seeing his now six grandchildren. He went to Japan to meet Reiko’s family 
several times, and clearly charmed them; and in turn he loved discovering an unfamiliar 
culture.  
The last few years weren’t easy for Dad, made harder of course by the pandemic. But 
with Reiko’s unfailing support and love he was able to live at home until his last few 
months. It’s clear from reactions over the last few weeks that his death has been keenly 
felt in Felmersham. A typical tribute to him read: ‘he was one of the nicest men I have 
ever known, and he will be most missed’. That’s certainly true for Reiko, me and my 
family, and it will be for many others too. 
                                                                                                                      Jeremy Benson 

 

 

                  4th June – 31st July 

www.bedfordparkconcerts.co.uk 

 
 

Felmersham and Radwell Book Barn 
 

What? A facility for residents to borrow and deposit books primarily but also 
puzzles 
Where? In the Barn next to the Sun pub 
When? Every Thursday between 1.30 and 2.30pm 
How to drop off items? Bring to the Book Barn when it’s open or arrange drop 
off. 
Who to contact? Caroline Forni, Adina Grange Road, caroline.forni@live.co.uk, 
07521967854 

VILLAGE HALL FUNDRAISER—SATURDAY 14TH MAY                        Hannah Just                                                

Please join us for the Auction of Promises at The Sun on 14th May at 3pm. The       

community has offered some creative and generous donations. Amongst others these 

include a day's fly fishing experience in the Cotswolds, 1:1 Maths tuition, a lawnmower 

service, and being chauffeur-driven to and from afternoon tea in a prize winning    

Bentley. We are so looking forward to the afternoon and welcome you to join us. 

                          OUSE VALLEY MOTHERS’ UNION 

 

As we did not hold a meeting during April, our members decided to make 
craft items and sell them for the ‘Ukraine Appeal’.  Sales were held after 

the main services at St Peter’s and St Mary’s.  A generous donation of £380 was      
forwarded to our Diocese for distribution.. Many thanks to all who provided beautiful 
craft items and also those who gave generous financial donations. 

                              -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-. 

OUR NEXT MEETING 
12th May 2022 at 2.30 in St Peter’s Room 
OUR GUEST SPEAKER         PAUL LANHAM 

 

‘FESTIVALS AND CELEBRATIONS IN BEDFORDSHIRE, 

ANCIENT AND MODERN’ 

 

VISITORS ARE VERY WELCOME 

A suggested donation to the MU Charity of £3 (Charity No. 249814) 

Please feel free to contact us with your views or a chat, discussions or help. 

Jackie Biggs 782517 and Hazel Scott 781559 

http://www.bedfordparkconcerts.co.uk


 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Community Wellbeing Champions  

Bedfordshire Rural  
Communities Charity  

Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity have a 
wide range of projects and services that benefit 

local communities across Bedfordshire. Our team of Community Wellbeing Champions 
(CWCs) help people to connect with their local community, improve wellbeing, and 
empower people to make decisions to support their health. They also help people to 
access practical advice and support with social issues such as debt, housing, finance 
and carer support. 

Do you need support and advice to deal with your problems? 
Do you want to improve your quality of life and overall wellbeing? 
Do you sometimes feel isolated and lonely? 
 
Our team of Community Wellbeing Champions can support adults living in Central  
Bedfordshire and Bedford Borough through their one-to-one service. If you or       
somebody you know could benefit from this service, find out more and make an      
enquiry by visiting www.yourwellbeingbedfordshire.org.uk. 

 

 


