
REGULAR MONTHLY ACTIVITIES 
 

1st Wednesday in each month  7.30pm Wednesday Sisters The Sun  

    

2nd Tuesday every other 
month 

 7.30pm Parish Council Meetings 
 (Jan/Mar/May/July/Sept/Nov) 

Committee Room 

   

3rd Wednesday in each month  7.30pm WI Pinchmill School 

CHURCH OFFICERS 

          Rector                              Revd Paolo Di Leo         (782000) 
          Lay Leaders of Worship    Rosemary Drewery             (07792 926 004) 
     Jane Templeman                 (07885 617 583) 
          Churchwarden                   Sue Whitehouse        (781300)  
          Treasurer                                        Stephen Hill                          (781064) 

Editor :     Jane Carwithen (782185)  or email janecarwithen@gmail.com 
               Items to be with the Editor for the next edition by NOON  on 25th  of the month 

REGULAR VILLAGE ACTIVITIES  

Tuesday 7.30pm  Table Tennis Club  Village Hall 

 

 

Barnes Tree Services 
ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

Trees reduced or removed  ~  all waste chipped on site and taken away 

NPTC qualified   ~      Fully insured 

Traditional family business  ~  Woodland management since 1980 

Ash logs always available for delivery 

Telephone:  Roger Barnes for a free quote on 01933 356205 

 

                           

 

Spring                                                                                  Revd. Paolo Di Leo 
As I write beautiful crocuses have speared up through my lawn puncturing its 
muddy greenness and punctuating it with a beautiful carpet of purple and 
white colour that is simply too beautiful for my explanation to suffice its gift 
and reward to my eyes and senses. 

Spring is here.  Spring a time of renewal and refreshing.  A season that has 
been my favourite since my earliest memories, with its endless variety,        
refreshing new life and new and unsuspecting surprises.  Spring re - introduc-
es us to the sun hidden by winter.  A sun that emerges and bathes us in bright 
cold sunrises coupled to gentle, yet noticeable breezy times tethered to light 
life-giving rains.  Each Spring day beckons to an infinite, as it seems to resist its 
end through what I feel are slower sunsets.   

Of all the seasons it’s Spring that seems to speak of new beginnings, new    
opportunities and new life.  Spring, a time of life-giving growth, not a return or 
a regression but an irresistible resurrection of nature to new colours,          
overabundant fragrances and a lightness that creeps into any heavy or        
depressive circumstance.  Spring shouts out ‘Life to all!’ and entreats nature in 
all its glory to conspire to say to us ‘Hello life! welcome back!’ 

Spring invites us to look out, see, feel and believe that new life is all around us 
and that there will be better days ahead. Let spring add a ‘heartbeat’ to your 
day revealing that new life is never far away.  Let Spring raise your eyes from 
creation to creator not in some form of antagonistic argument but in a loving 
reflection of calm, serenity and certainty that new life is no further away than 
an act of faith.  Just like Spring which is not a repetition of the past but a      
resurrection into new life,  God as creator revealed creatively as Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit invites us to share in the eternal ‘Spring’ of life that begins with 
faith that pierces its way through death, resurrecting our lives        (ctd.) 
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The United Benefice of Sharnbrook, Felmersham  

and Knotting with Souldrop

 

 

FORTHCOMING CHURCH SERVICES MARCH 

Wed 2 March        9.30am  Holy Communion at St  Mary’s 

Ash Wednesday   7.30pm   Choral Communion and Imposition of Ashes at St Peter’s 

Sun 6 March        9.00am Said Holy Communion at St Peter’s 

                   10.30am   Choral Holy Communion at St Mary’s (also ZOOM’d) 

        3pm  Evensong at St Peter’s 

Wed 9 March       9.30am  Holy Communion at St Peter’s 

Sun 13 March      9.00am Said Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

        10.30am    Choral Holy Communion at St Peter’s (also ZOOM’d) 

        10.30am  Holy Communion at All Saints, Souldrop 

Wed 16 March     9.30am  Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

Sun 20 March       9.00am Said Holy Communion at St Peter’s 

                   10.30am    Choral Holy Communion at St Mary’s (also ZOOM’d) 

                                3pm  Evensong at St Peter’s 

Wed 23 March     9.30am  Holy Communion at St Peter’s 

Sun 27 March       9.00am Said Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

                   10.30am     Choral Holy Communion at St Peter’s (also ZOOM’d) 

COMPLINE ON ZOOM starting Friday 4 March at 9pm & then every Wed and Friday

 

 

VILLAGE TRADES AND SERVICES 

Babysitting 

(Felmersham) 

Laura Hewlett     

782063 

  

Driving Instruction 
Jeff Henman 

782290 

 Childminding 
Maxine Boswell 

781940   
07985 228 116  

  
Electrical Services 

Martin Blizard 
782527 

Community 
Care 

07786 344 176 Painting &  
Decorating 

Eric Barford           
781719 

Dog Walking, 
feeding/ boarding 

Ch. Tweeddale 
781279 

IT Services 
(business or home) 

Clive Just   
781967 
783246 

Animal Care and 
Dog Walking 

Annette Courtney 
783164 

 

Piano/Guitar  
Lessons (all ages) 

Margo Payne         
782355 

Vinyl and Carpet 

Fitter 

8 years experience 

Danny   
O’grady 

07720 779275 

Maths Tuition 
(inc. A Level  &  
Further Maths) 

Geraldine  
Hubbard 
781413 

    

    

    

    

 
  

Computer support,  

consultancy and 

maintenance 

for business or home 

www.allforit.co.uk 

Tel:  Clive Just  01234 783246 

http://www.sharnbrookcofechurches.org/
http://www.allforit.co.uk/


  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Online Links   
For online services:- 

The Link is: https://zoom.us/j/763110804  
The Password is: 079014 

CHANGING TIMES FOR OUR CHURCH - A PROJECT                                  Sue Whitehouse 
The early church had a much greater use in its community and not just for services. 
The Nave would not have had seating except perhaps for the odd bench at the side for 
those who could not stand up to watch the clergy muttering in Latin up in the Chancel. 
The space was used for meetings, storage and even housing farm animals on occasion. 
The Chancel at Knotting church was famously used for cock fighting until sometime in 
the 19th century.  
Whilst we have no wish to return to housing cattle and chickens, or to rip out the   
entire insides of the church, there is a balance to be struck to enable community use. 
The Church of England encourages the use of their buildings for all sorts of secular 
purposes as well as for the generally recognised religious functions. To this end we 
wish to create a bit more floor space to facilitate concerts, plays, meetings, social   
occasions, school use and more. We plan to take out the front two rows of pews and 
lay down a stone floor in that area in keeping with the existing stonework. 
The pews will be remade into shorter lengths so that they can remain in place but be 
moved to another part of the church at need. In essence it will not look very different 
for church services but can provide much needed floor space for a range of occasions. 
This project will cost in the region of £15,000 and we already have some of that     
funding in place. We will also be seeking grants but most of these require at least 
match funding. The costliest bit is the stonework and from my research a York stone 
slab of the size needed comes in at about £100 each. This is a lot of money but already 
one or two people have volunteered to sponsor a slab and I would love to hear from 
anyone willing to contribute this or any sum towards making this lovely building a  
familiar and useful space for everyone. 
Please contact me on 781300 if you have any questions, or Stephen Hill (Treasurer) on 
781064. 

(ctd.) to new beginnings and an eternal peace that reminds us that we are his creation 
and loved beyond all measure.   

My beloved speaks and says to me: 
“Arise, my love, my fair one, 

    and come away; 
 for now the winter is past, 
    the rain is over and gone. 

The flowers appear on the earth; 
    the time of singing has come, 
and the voice of the turtledove 

    is heard in our land. 

Song of Solomon Chapter 2:10-12 



 

 

Hand Sewn Curtains, Blinds and Accessories 

Made to Measure Service, finished to your exact requirements 

Contact Sarah Bunker on 01234 783220  or   07946 620821 

Website:  www.pinchmill-interiors.co.uk    Email:  sarah@pinchmill-interiors.co.uk 

MOBILE LIBRARY – CHANGE TO TIMETABLE 
Starting from the next visit on 3rd March the Mobile Library will be coming   
earlier. It will be in Felmersham outside the Sun from 13.05 to 13.35 and in 
Radwell from 13.40 to 13.55. 
The dates remain unchanged i.e. 3rd, 17th and 31st March, 3rd, 14th and 28th April 
and 12th and 26th May.  
You will need to wear a mask on the library van. 
This is a very useful service. The van carries a good stock including large print, 
audio books and children’s books and you can borrow up to 10 at a time.   

  

K M Lovell 

General building  

      ♦   BLOCK PAVING 

      ♦   EXTENSIONS 

      ♦   ROOFING 

      ♦   PATIOS 

All work considered 
 

01234   782869 

http://www.pinchmill-interiors.co.uk/
mailto:sarah@pinchmill-interiors.co.uk


OUSE VALLEY MOTHERS’ UNION 
OUR NEXT MEETING  

THURSDAY MARCH 10TH 2022 @ 2.30PM in St. Peter’s Room, Sharnbrook 

CREATIVE CRAFTS 

Refreshments will be provided by Lynda and Joyce with thanks 

VISITORS ARE VERY WELCOME 

A suggested donation to the MU Charity of £3 (Charity No. 249814) 

Please feel free to contact us with your views or a chat, discussions or help. 

Jackie Biggs 782517 and Hazel Scott 781559 

                      HOW TO HELP 

Christian Coley used to be homeless and 
is now being supported by Bedfordshire 
charity Emmaus Village Carlton. Along 
with others from Emmaus, he now  

volunteers every week to help local rough sleepers. We asked Christian to answer some 
questions about how people can help... 

If I see someone sleeping rough, what can I do?  
“You can help connect someone with local services by calling Streetlink on 0300 500 
0914 or by downloading their app (but if someone needs urgent medical assistance or is 
in danger, do call 999). Loneliness is also a big problem so if you can, please stop and 
talk. You could ask if there’s anything they need, like a hot drink, something to eat, or 
warm clothing.”  
How do I find help locally, for someone who’s at risk of becoming homeless? 
“I’d recommend two useful websites which list local organisations and services that can 
help. For Bedford Borough www.bedfordhomeless.org.uk and in the Milton Keynes area 
www.mkhp.co.uk 
“Emmaus Village Carlton is the charity that’s helped get me back on my feet. Based just 
outside of Carlton, north Bedfordshire, it offers a home, support, meaningful work and 
training to people who are homeless or are at risk of becoming homeless. If you know 
someone who Emmaus might be able to help, you can call their Support Office on 
01234 720826.   
How can I help a local homelessness charity? 
“There are many great homelessness organisations in our local area, which all need 
support. The charity that’s helped me is Emmaus Village Carlton. You can help by      
visiting their three charity shops and bistro on School Lane, Carlton (open Wed – Sat 
9.30am – 4.30pm / Sun 10am – 4pm) and by passing on your unwanted things for re-
sale. You can also donate online and find out other ways to help, on their website: 
www.emmaus.org.uk/village-carlton . 

 

 
 

DEVOTIONAL CONCERT  -  SATURDAY 2ND APRIL                     Janet Welsh 

Ouse Valley Singers and Kempston Musical Society will present a Devotional Concert 
based on the Passion of Jesus Christ according to St Mark’s Gospel, with narrative and 
music. 

The evening will start at 7.30pm on Saturday 2nd April at St. Mary’s Church,          
Felmersham.  Entry will be £5 and tickets can be obtained from Janet Welsh 781010 or 
Colin Scott 781559 or on the door. All proceeds will go to St Mary’s Church. 

This concert will form part of our Easter devotions. 

LOOKING FORWARD TO LENT?                                                          Sue Whitehouse 
 

Giving something up for Lent, rather like those New Year's resolutions, is      
something to which most of us now only pay lip service. In the early church the 
ideal of fasting for forty days was soon passed over for more practical options, 
like fasting only until 3pm or only on certain days. In most past centuries life for 
the poor meant that food supplies from the previous year's harvest were       
running low and they had little choice but to go hungry at this time of year.   
Perhaps the ideal of the devotional Lenten fast gave some small spiritual      
compensation for the growling tummies as they looked forward to spring and 
Easter with early crops to follow. 
 

Shrove Tuesday on 1st March this year heralds the start of Lent when we still 
make pancakes to recall the time when folk used this day to finish up all those 
foods that were not permitted to be eaten during Lent, which included eggs, 
milk and other animal based products. This historic vegan practice has a long 
tradition but it allowed the livestock peace to produce the next generation, 
hence I suspect, the reason we have all the little chicks and bunnies as such a 
feature of Easter celebration. The next food supply was assured if the fox did 
not get them. 
 

For Jesus, fasting in the desert was a period of focus and self discipline as he 
prepared himself for his ministry to mankind and it is this that we recall during 
this period leading up to Easter. His temptation by the devil tested the resolve 
he would need for the task ahead. 
 

Giving something up for this period of six weeks, setting aside something we 
enjoy for a while, not just food, is about testing our own resolve and helping us 
to focus on the spirit within us and the things that really matter in life. For  
Christians it is an annual reflection on Christ’s suffering for us leading up to the 
joy and revelation of Easter……and depending on what you choose to give up, 
you may feel a bit healthier too. 



 

 

 

ALLOTMENT BONFIRE WARNING                        Sue Whitehouse 
 

On Saturday 5th March, allotment holders will be 
burning a pile accumulated over the last year and  
unless we are knee deep in snow or the rain is        
torrential, this will go ahead, so please keep your 
washing indoors on that day if you are near that 
part of the village. Failing that day, it will be the 
next dry Saturday. This normally only takes a 

morning to dispose of. 
Sadly, there seem to be many items that appear on the bonfire each 
year, that have nothing to do with the allotment tenants, but we still 
have to deal with it, so your tolerance is appreciated.                                
Thank you.  

VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE                                                                Karen Yasseen 
 

The committee met for our February meeting, and we are pleased to say that 
we have three social events for you to put into your diaries. 
 

Firstly, we have an Auction of Promises to be held on Saturday 14th May at the 
Sun, Felmersham. This is a new departure for us which we hope will be both 
successful and enjoyable for all those taking part. More details will follow 
about how you can offer promises and the event itself. 
 

Secondly, we plan to hold a Barn dance on Saturday 1st October at the Village 
Hall. Again a new venture for us but we are very excited about this and hope 
you will all come along with your best dance moves. 
 

Thirdly, we have our annual Quiz Night to be held this year on Saturday 26th 
November at the Village Hall. 
 

And finally, the long awaited fence for the play area is due to be installed at 
the beginning of April. When we have a firm start date this will be posted on 
the village Facebook group. 
 

We are really looking forward to sharing these events with you all. If any of 
you would like to join the committee (only 10 meetings per year) please con-
tact FRVHC@yahoo.com for more details. 
 

Thank you  

 

 

 
                                   FEBRUARY WI MEETING 

Who would have thought that the ladies of the WI were in need of 
advice on communication skills?  However our perceptions were 
overthrown by Nikki Perfect’s talk entitled ‘The Art of Communica-
tion’.  Nikki is an ex Metropolitan Police Inspector who became a 
hostage negotiator after enduring a two-week intensive training course, and who even-
tually became director of UK Training in 2012 which included dealing with MI5, MI6 
and the FBI.  She took us through the important lessons of dealing with human crises, 
suicide, loneliness and human behaviour, concentrating on the logical and emotional 
sides of the brain.  Active listening was imperative, together with putting personal  
prejudices and judgments to one side, while illustrating her own experiences    
throughout.  She was a most inspirational speaker and ended her professional and  
insightful talk with a pertinent quote from Maya Angelou ‘People will forget what you 
said, people will forget what you did, but they will never forget what you made them 
feel’.  Nikki Perfect was perfect! 
Dates for your diary: Wednesday 16th March – Blood Bikers 
               TUESDAY 19th April — AGM  
We are hoping to attract new members, now that we are able to meet again, and 
would be very happy to welcome visitors who would like to dip a toe in the WI waters!  
Please contact one of our members if you are interested – we would love to see you! 

 

mailto:FRVHC@yahoo.com

