
REGULAR MONTHLY ACTIVITIES  

1st Sunday in each month 7.30pm Sunday Sisters The Sun Pub 

2nd Thursday in each month 3.00pm Thursday Club Committee Room 

3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30pm W.I Committee Room 

1st Wednesday in each month 7.45pm Pub Quiz The Sun Pub 

2nd Tuesday every other 
month 

7.30pm Parish Council Meetings 
(Jan/Mar/May/July/Sept/Nov) 

Committee Room 

CHURCH OFFICERS 

          Rector                   Fr Reuben Preston              (782000)   
          Pastoral Assistant                 Rosemary Drewery            (07792 926 004) 
          Churchwardens                     Ken Shrimpton                   (781381) 
                    Jane Wells                           (782462)  
          Treasurer                                Stephen Hill                        (781064) 

Editor      Jane Carwithen (782185) or email janecarwithen@hotmail.com 
Items should be with the Editor by NOON ON THE 25TH of each month  

  

CHURCH SERVICES AT ST MARY’S FOR APRIL (These are the regular weekly services 

for each month – if there are any changes to these services, details will appear   

inside the magazine and also on the small notice board at the Lych Gate.)  

Every Thursday morning  9.30am Midweek Communion (20 minutes) 

Every Sunday evening  6.00pm Benefice Evensong at Sharnbrook 

1st Sunday in the month 11.00am Parish Communion 

2nd Sunday in the month 11.00am Family Communion & Rise and Shine 

3rd Sunday in the month 11.00am Parish Communion 

4th Sunday in the month 11.00am Choral Matins 

5th Sunday in the month 11.00am Parish Communion 

REGULAR VILLAGE ACTIVITIES  

Weekdays *9.00am-3.15pm Pre-School - *Thurs 9.00-12.45pm 
Pinchmill 

School 

Tues Approx 11.00am Fishmonger in village  - call 07803 201 399 For info 

Tues 7.30 pm Table Tennis Club Village Hall 

Fri 9.15am -11.00am Parent/Toddler Group (term time only) Portakabin 

Parish Online: www.felmersham.net                                                April 2016 

LETTER FROM Fr REUBEN PRESTON 

“To live is to change, to become perfect is to have changed often”       John Henry Newman 1836 
 

As you read these works we are in Eastertide – a time of great change for those who en-
countered the first Easter. Life must have felt all rather upside down for the women who 
ran to Jesus’ empty tomb and for those who unknowingly accompanied Jesus on the Em-
maus Road. It took time and there was quite a lot of change which had to be encountered, 
engaged with and processed to come to new understandings of the reality of God working 
in those first Easter characters’ lives. 
 

As I arrived in the benefice for my ‘launch’ on 9 March it was at the end of my 51 years of 
much change: city vicar, south coast vicar, Midlands vicar, teacher, lecturer, creative….. 
Those of you who have moved recently will recall the disorientation of having one's pos-
sessions in 70 odd different boxes and not knowing which one contains the toothbrush 
charger!  I am glad to say that we have discovered it, but there is still much more to be 
discovered and the change of moving to a rural ‘living’ after the city brings change as well.  
 

The years have taught me that one of the greatest gifts we can offer our children in their 
education is to process, cope with, and handle change.  Too many of us fly off the handle 
when things change. The pilgrimage we walk through life is full of change with each day 
different  – being reflective in our lives helps us to process the change we encounter with-
out the reactive response which seeks to dismiss.   The Easter season beckons us to en-
gage with the God who can transform loss into life. Good Friday to Easter Sunday – death 
to new life. 
 

As I find my way around the villages of the benefice I am pleased that there are so many 
people who have offered me a ‘life filled’ welcome. As Stephen, my Civil Partner, walks 
our Basset Hound, George, he returns to talk about new people who have welcomed him 
to the village. Thank you for all your support and welcome as we face all this change in 
our lives, moving from Hackney Wick, East London, to Sharnbrook Benefice. We come to 
you with a sense of joy that we shall be able to make our home amongst you for this next 
per-iod of change – and let’s hope together in the changes we face through the coming 
years we can work towards the perfection that Newman alludes to when he was reflecting 
on the pilgrimage of life way back in 1836. 
 

Do come and say hello when you see me or Stephen around the villages with George the dog! 

 

mailto:lorraine@felmersham.info


 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN KNOWING ABOUT THE MISSION, RESTORATION & 
RUNNING OF ST MARY’S CHURCH?                                Linda Hoyle, PCC Secretary  
The date of the annual PCC meeting is Monday, 4th April 2016, and will be held 
in Pinchmill Village Hall at 7.30pm.  
There are two parts to the meeting:  
1) Election of Churchwardens   
2) Reports on mission, restoration and management of St Mary’s Church,  
     election of PCC members and election of members of the Deanery Synod 
 

If you are a resident of Felmersham and Radwell you are welcome to attend the 
first part of the meeting and vote for Churchwardens.  If you are a member of 
the Church Electoral Roll, you can also attend the second part of the meeting 
and vote for election of PCC and Deanery Synod members.  
 

If you would like to apply for one of the posts (ie Churchwarden,  
member of PCC or Deanery Synod) nomination forms are available from  
Linda Hoyle (Tel: 781803).  
 

We look forward to seeing you on Monday 4th April 2016, 7.30pm at Pinchmill  
Village Hall.   

COFFEE MORNING  SATURDAY 2nd APRIL                                                Jane Wells 
The April Coffee Morning to raise funds for the Church Restoration fund will be 
hosted by Elaine Longstaff, in St Mary’s Church Felmersham on Saturday 2nd 
April at 10.30am. Contributions of homemade cakes, toiletries, produce and 
bric a brac for the bring and buy stall will be most welcome.  
Please come along. Everyone welcome.  
 

The May Coffee morning will be held at the home of Barry and Janet Welsh,  
Felmersham on 7th May.  
 
TEA IN THE CHURCH WEDNESDAY 20th APRIL                                        Jane Wells                                                             
Tea in the Church begins again this month, the first being Wednesday 20th 
April from 2 – 4pm. Come along with your friends for a chat, a cuppa and a 
piece of cake.  
 

If you are new to the village it is a good way to meet people and to hear what is 
going on. Everyone and all ages are welcome.  
 

Tea in the Church will also take place on Wed 18th May, Wed 15th June, Wed 
20th July, Wed 17th August and Wed 21st September.  

VILLAGE TRADES AND SERVICES 

  
  

Driving Instruction 
Jeff Henman 

782290 

  
  

Electrical Services 
Martin Blizard 

782527 

  Electrical Services 
Mick Bowyer 

783472 

  
General Building 
Renovation work 

Allan Levene         
781918 

  
Odd Jobs (babysitting/ 

car wash gardening/
house cleaning etc) 

Isaac Perring 
782733 

07500 828 404 

 Childminding 
Maxine Boswell 

781940   
07985 228 116  

Painting &  
Decorating 

Eric Barford           
781719 

Chemistry/Science 
Maths tuition 

Peter Rankin        
782897 

IT Services 
(business or home) 

Clive Just   
781967 
783246 

Community Care 07786 344 176 
Piano/Guitar  

Lessons (all ages) 
Margo Payne         

782355 

Dog Walking  
Driveway and Patio 
Cleaning (Radwell) 

David Rickard 
07900 677 851 

783589 

Dog Walking, 
feeding/ boarding 

Ch. Tweeddale 
781279 

Daisy Bank Kennels 
Cattery &Grooming 

Centre, Fully Licensed 
and Qualified 

Mrs Gee 
01234 720241 

Animal Care and 
Dog Walking 

Annette Courtney 
783164 

Gardening  
Services 

Jack Charman 
01234 954873 
07766 762 887 

Nail Artist 
   

SHARNBROOK MILL THEATRE   (www.sharnbrookmilltheatre.co.uk  Reg. Charity 242164)   
Sat 8th April, 7.30 pm Quiz Night!* Bar open from 7 pm. Teams of 4-6. Cash Prize for 
Winners! Tickets £5pp. amelia.newman@hotmail.co.uk or 07976 218 573. (*Both 
‘Warm Up’ Appeal events.)  Wed 13th April The next of the successful LUNCHES@THE 
MILL series*, with a fascinating speaker. For details please contact Pat Abbott  
patabbott1936@yahoo.co.uk or 01933 358319.  6 - 11th June, 7.30 pm Forbidden 
Broadway’s Greatest Hits created & written by Gerard Alessandrini. ‘Broadway's great-
est musical legends meet Broadway's greatest satirist’, in this hilarious, loving, endless-
ly entertaining tribute to some of the theatre's greatest stars and songwriters; sharply 
spoofing show tunes, characters and plots of contemporary and current Broadway mu-
sicals,  including Les Misérables, Cats, Annie, Chicago and Fiddler On The Roof. Now 
booking on-line. Early booking advised! TICKETS £11-13, available on-line now from 
www.sharnbrookmilltheatre.co.uk. 



Appleby 

Upholstery 
 Re-Upholstery Service 

Modern & Antique Work Undertaken 

City & Guilds Qualified – Insured 

Free Collection & Delivery Service 

www.applebyupholstery.co.uk 

applebyupholstery@hotmail.co.uk 

or 

Call to discuss your project on:  

07767 394 419 

 

The Coach House 

Felmersham 
Offering Luxury 

Bed and Breakfast 
& Self Catering Accommodation 

Contact :  Wendy Mansell  -  Corn Close, Church End, Felmersham 

Tel: 01234 782808 /  07899 872144 
Email:   wendyamansell@hotmail.com 

Website:  www.thecoachhousefelmersham.com 
 

 COLWORTH GOLF CLUB  

*quiet and peaceful environment  

*challenging 9 hole, par 68 course  

*7 day membership for only £350 pa  

*rarely congested – members & guests only  

*competitions and social golf  

*access to Unilever sports & social facilities  

COLWORTH SCIENCE PARK, SHARNBROOK MK42 1LQ – 01933 350224 / WWW.COLWORTHGOLF.CO.UK  

  

VISITING BELLRINGERS                                                                             Mike Benson 
A group of "Golden Oldie" bellringers from the Northampton area will be visit-
ing Felmersham to attempt a Quarter Peal at about 11.30am on Tuesday 5th 
April.  This should take a little under an hour. 

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 15th – 22nd MAY                                                Maria Hood 
I have recently taken over as Christian Aid Week co-ordinator for Felmersham 
and Radwell.  I have been given details of former volunteers who acted as  
envelope distributors/collectors and I would be grateful if they could contact 
me (Tel:01234 918987) to confirm if they are willing to continue.  I am hoping 
to receive the envelopes shortly. Thank you. 

FELMERSHAM & RADWELL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

“Our Plan, Our Future” 

LAUNCH EVENT 

Friday 22nd April   4 - 9pm 

and 

Saturday 23rd April   10am – 5pm 

at The Village Hall, Pinchmill Lower School 

Light refreshments will be available 

Please come along and make your voice heard 

A REQUEST                                                                                               Andrew Facey 
I was diagnosed with cancer of the bone marrow in 2013. 2½ years later after a 
lot of chemotherapy and two stem cell transplants I am in remission. At the 
end of the day that comes down to Cancer Research and the Anthony Nolan 
foundation for finding a matching stem cell donor. So I plan on doing some-
thing for charity to say thank you. What I plan on doing is walking the length of 
Hadrian’s Wall in September to fundraise for Cancer Research UK and Anthony 
Nolan. I also plan on doing a few shorter walks beforehand to get fit for the big 
100 mile walk. 
 

Living in Felmesham I am hoping that some of you may feel able to donate to 
one or both charities. There is a lot more information on my cancer and why 
and what I am planning on doing on my JustGiving page.  
https://www.justgiving.com/teams/AndrewsHadrians-Wall-Walk 

mailto:wendyamansell@hotmail.com
https://www.justgiving.com/teams/AndrewsHadrians-Wall-Walk


 

 
  

Computer support,  

consultancy and 

maintenance 

for business or home 

www.allforit.co.uk 

Tel:  Clive Just  01234 783246 

Architectural Design 
Stephen Funge MCIAT 

stephen@architecturaldesign.co.uk 

Tel 01234 381304  ≈  Mob 07710 268372   

Planning and Building Regulations Applications 
Design and Project Management  ♦ Extensions  ♦ New Houses  ♦ Offices  ♦ Shops 

Call for a chat.      No obligation. 

W.I.                                                                                                          Denise Canning  
It was a trip down memory lane for many of us at our March meeting when 
Clive Judd entertained us with music and anecdotes from the 1950's & 60's. 
We sang along to many toe-tapping hits by Perry Como, Michael Holliday, Cliff, 
Elvis, the Beatles and Neil Diamond, transporting us back in time to our teens 
when rock & roll was king. 
 

A bonus sing-along was to wish happy birthday to our President, Celia, who 
was  celebrating a 'BIG' birthday that day. 
 

Our thanks go to Clive for a very entertaining and thoroughly enjoyable  
evening. 

  

K M Lovell 

General building  

      ♦   BLOCK PAVING 

      ♦   EXTENSIONS 

      ♦   ROOFING 

      ♦   PATIOS 

All work considered 
 

01234   782869 

 

 

   *   Traditional Photograph Restoration 
         and Conservation 

    *   Antique and Reproduction  Frames 

    *   Old photographs of Bedfordshire 

Helen Dawkins LRPS 

Radwell, Bedford 

01234  782265 
helen@blackandwhiterevival.co.uk 

www.blackandwhiterevival.co.uk 

   

  BLACK AND 

  WHITE 

  REVIVAL 

http://www.allforit.co.uk/
mailto:helen@blackandwhiterevival.co.uk
http://www.blackandwhiterevival.co.uk/


D ANTHONY 
 

  Painter & Decorator 
(est.  40 years) 

    *  Internal/External 

    *  Insurance work  
              welcome 

    *  Free estimates and  
              advice (no VAT) 

Tel:        01234 782284 

Mobile: 07901 845277 

(Radwell, Bedford) 

Barnes Tree Services 
ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

Trees reduced or removed  ~  all waste chipped on site and taken away 

NPTC qualified   ~      Fully insured 

Traditional family business  ~  Woodland management since 1980 

Ash logs always available for delivery 

Telephone:  Roger Barnes for a free quote on 01933 356205 

  Village Kitchens by Karen 

Formerly of Peter Crisp, Karen has now set  
up her own Kitchen & Bedroom Design. For a 
Supply Only or a Fully Project Managed     
Installation.  Quality Products with the Finest 
Workmanship. Free No Obligation Design & 
Quotation.    Email:vkbykaren@gmail.com 

          Covering Beds, Northants & Cambs 

07976 955976 or 01933 357890 

 

 

COMMUNITY CLEAR UP                                                                    Rosie Cheetham 
A huge thank you to everyone in Felmersham  and Radwell who joined in with 
the Community Clear Up event. Our youngest helpers were two and three 
years old! We collected 20 bags of rubbish, washed road signs and a bus stop 
or two! Thank you once again. 

 FELMERSHAM & RADWELL VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE             
Marjorie Pipe, Chairman  

A big "Thank you" to the villages and committee members who helped spread 
the play bark on Saturday 27th February and to William Robinson for his 
help.  The lorry delivering the bark on Friday 26th February could not get into 
the field and had to drop the load in the lay-by near to the playing field.  My 
heart sank as the load was spread half way across the road.  William Robinson 
answered my call for help and arrived with a magnificent piece of farm mach-
inery and soon placed heaps of the bark just where we needed them.  
 

Thank you again to all who helped.  It was a real community effort.    
 

CHILDREN’S EASTER BINGO NIGHT                                       
The Village Hall Committee, especially the Fund Raising Committee, would like 
to thank all who supported the above event on Saturday 19th March.  This 
raised £190.    
 

THE SOUND OF MUSIC  -  SING-ALONG     
Felmersham Village Hall on Saturday 7th May. The Sing-along will start at 
7.00pm.  Licensed Bar. Hot Supper. Tickets £12-00. Tickets from Marjorie 
(781140), Claire (782947).  For Radwell,  Maxine (781940). 

DAVID JOHN BARKER – Words of appreciation 
Val, Sharon & Russell (Barker) would like to extend a big thank you for every-
body's kind thoughts and offers of help at this very difficult time. We have 
been overwhelmed by the kindness and support of friends and neighbours, 
from the village and beyond, and wanted to let you all know how much we 
appreciate it. Thank you all so much. 

TOWN LOT ALLOTMENT HOLDERS                                          David Folbigg, Clerk 
Payment is now due for 2016, at the latest by 30th April 2016.  Please pay by 
that date as I do not intend to send reminders or collect around the village. 
With thanks to the many of you that have paid already. 



Charity Furniture Store 

1 Brereton Road, Bedford.MK40 1HU 
 01234 352899 

 

 

 

 

Free local Collection/Delivery: Tuesdays & Fridays - Open Mon-Fri 9.30 to 4.00  

Furniture/electrical/white goods, donations gratefully received,  
soft furnishing subject to having a fire label 

Charitable  aims:  “offering work experience to adults with learning disabilities”  “alleviation of poverty” 
Charity No. 1091271   ♦    Affiliated to Royal Mencap   ♦    www.bedsgardencarers.org.uk  

 

Hand Sewn Curtains, Blinds and Accessories 

Made to Measure Service, finished to your exact requirements 

Contact Sarah Bunker on 01234 783220  or   07946 620821 

Website:  www.pinchmill-interiors.co.uk    Email:  sarah@pinchmill-interiors.co.uk 

Matt Poulter Plumbing & Heating 
 

       ♦   All plumbing & heating work       ♦   General property maintenance 
       ♦   Oil Boiler Installations                ♦   Gas boiler servicing &  repair 

Complete bathroom  design and installation, including tiling 

For a friendly reliable service and free estimate call Matt on 07974 212232 

Or 01234 824674 or email: mppoulter@gmail.com, 

www.poulterplumbing.co.uk 

  

SPRING TERM NEWS, PINCHMILL LOWER SCHOOL  
Another exciting half term at Pinchmill!  It has been short but 
packed with opportunities and experiences for the children. We 
were lucky enough to have a visit from the author and illustrator 
Karin Littlewood. She has written and illustrated many books 
linked with the topic of Africa which both Owls and Squirrels 
classes are focused on this term. 

 

We also had a brilliant Science day, where the whole school were Scientists and 
were involved in a variety of investigations which challenged their thinking. 
They predicted, hypothesised, tested and concluded! They all enjoyed the day 
and many went home saying that they were going to do them again at home to 
show their families what they had discovered.  
 

Finally we had our Easter Assembly at St Mary’s Church.  The children once 
again showed how fabulous they are, with their singing being exceptional!  We 
were lucky enough to share the occasion with our new Rector, Fr Reuben 
Preston and hope to continue to work closely with him in the future. 

 

COMPUTER CLINICS/TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOPS                                     Clive Just 

Mark Holbourn, Mike Bessant and I are going to see what interest there is by 
holding a couple of sessions in the back room of The Sun - probably starting at 
4.30pm but can be flexible if there is demand for other times. There is direct 
access from the car park so no need to walk through the bar. 
 

Between us we cover a wide range of experience and skills from basic PC soft-
ware to many other areas including Linux, programming, electronics, and pro-
cess control and monitoring using Arduino, Picaxe and Raspberry Pi. We are all 
keen to learn more too, 

Who is it for?  Anyone of any age - whether you have no experience or just 
want to learn more. Parents of Year 7 children who have just got a Micro:Bit 
might find it useful - bring one along and we can learn together! 

What do you need? We have laptops, Arduinos, Raspberry Pis and more but 
would encourage people to bring their own portable devices. 

If you are interested and haven't already responded, please could you contact 
me by emailing clive.just@gmail.com or calling me on 781967. We can then 
find out how many people might come and what they would like to cover. 

Finally if you would like to help out or have any other skills or interests we 
would love to hear from you too. 

http://www.pinchmill-interiors.co.uk/
mailto:sarah@pinchmill-interiors.co.uk
mailto:clive.just@gmail.com

