
Regular Activities 

Weekdays 

Mon 

Tues 

Tues 

Thurs 

Fri 

Fri 

2
nd

 Sunday 

2
nd

 Thurs 

3
rd

 Tues   

1
st
 Tues        

*9.00am-3.15pm 

8.00pm - 9.00pm 

Approx 11.00am 

7.30 pm      

8.00pm - 9.00pm         

9.15am -11.00am        

7.00pm - 8.30pm         

in each month at 

in each month at 

in each month at   
every other month            

Pre-School - *Thurs 9.00-12.45pm 

Pilates  

Fishmonger in village   - call 07803 

Table Tennis Club 

Yoga (term time only)                        

Parent/Toddler Group(term time only)             

Youth Club 

7-10pm Sunday Sisters wine & nibbles 

3.00pm Thursday Club  

7.30pm W.I. 

7.30pm Parish Council Meeting 

Pinchmill School              

Village Hall 

201399 for info 

Village Hall 

Village Hall 

Portakabin 

Village Hall 

The Sun 

Committee Room 

Committee Room 

Committee Room 

 

CHUCH SERVICES DURING FEBRUARY 

Thur    31 Jan 

Sun      3 Feb 

 

 

 

 

Sun      3 Feb  

Thur    7 Feb 

Sun    10 Feb 

Thur   14 Feb 

Sun    17 Feb 

Thur   21 Feb 

Sun    24 Feb 

Thur  28 Feb 

Midweek Communion at 9.30am 

Benefice Holy Communion and Candlemas 

procession at 11.00am (coffee served afterwards) 

- also dedication of the new Pew Bibles 

- also Messy Church (Sunday School) 

- also welcome Rosemary as a pastoral assistant  

Benefice Evensong at 6.00pm at Sharnbrook 
Midweek Communion at 9.30am 

Parish Communion at 11.00am (coffee afterwards) 

Midweek Communion at 9.30am 

Parish Communion at 11.00am (coffee afterwards) 
Midweek Communion at 9.30am 
Choral Matins at 11.00am (coffee afterwards) 

Midweek Communion at 9.30am 

St Mary’s Church 

St Mary’s Church 

 

 

 

 

St Peters Church 

St Mary’s Church 

St Mary’s Church 

St Mary’s Church 

St Mary’s Church 

St Mary’s Church 

St Mary’s Church 

St Mary’s Church 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Sat       2 Feb 

 

Fri       8 Feb 

Tue   19 Feb 

Sat      2 Mar 

 

Coffee Morning at 10.30am held at Felmersham 

 

Auction of Promises (with supper)  Mill Theatre 

Beds Conservative Assoc 7.30pm at St Peters Room 

Coffee Morning at 10.30am held at Felmersham 

 

 

Sharnbrook 

S/brook Church 

 

 

 

 

 

Rector & Rural Dean: Revd. Robert Evens (782000)     Curate: Revd. Thomas Sander (781773) 

Churchwardens: Jane Wells (782462)   Ken Shrimpton (781381) 

Editor: Lorraine Shrimpton (781381)  or  lorraine@felmersham.info 

All items for publication should be with the Editor by noon on the 25
th
 of each month. 
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"THE BELLS OF ST MARY'S"                                                 Ken Shrimpton 

Most of you will be too young to remember the film released in 1945 with Ingrid 

Bergman and Bing Crosby.   I actually don't remember seeing the film but I do 

remember hearing Bing Crosby singing the title song on the "wireless"!   The first 

two lines of the song are "The bells of St Mary's, Ah! Hear they are calling" and 

that dear reader is why I am writing, because currently our bells of St Mary’s 

"ain't calling". 
 

 

The reason for this is because the 

eight bells in Felmersham church 

tower are currently undergoing 

refurbishment and repair. 

Over the years the clappers have 

developed flats where they strike 

the bell and this can damage the 

bell and also affect how the bell 

sounds.  

The header above shows three of 

the clappers removed from the 

bells for refurbishing. The photo 

(left) shows the Revd. Tom 

standing next to the largest bell, 

the tenor, which weighs 1052 kgs 

(just over a one ton). It was cast in 

1766 by Joseph Eayers of St 

Neots and bears the inscription 

Cum voco venite (Come at my 

call) 



Two local church bell experts, Pat Albon and Steve Stanford, have removed the 8 

bell clappers and delivered them to Whites of Appleton (Church Bell Specialists) 

who will refurbish them.  The heaviest clapper weighs approximately 2 cwt. so 

removing them was quite a challenge. 

Pat and Steve have also removed the 16 roller bearings on which the 8 bells 

swing. Removing the bearings is also no mean feat. In order to remove the 

bearings each bell has to be jacked up and the heaviest bell weighs just over a ton 

(1052kgs)! The bearings will be replaced with new ones supplied by Whites. 

In 1951 the original ring of five bells were re-tuned and augmented into a ring of 

eight.   A new metal frame replaced the old oak frame.   All eight bells were re-

hung with new fittings and bearings.  The clappers were also probably replaced at 

the same time. 

The refurbishment work will take 6 to 8 weeks so the bells and the clock will be 

silent until mid-February. When the work is completed the bells will ring a lot 

easier and they will sound "sweeter" and of course the clock will once again start 

striking the hours. 

St Mary’s PCC are grateful to Pat and Steve for their free services and also to the 

Bedford District of the Bedfordshire Association of Church Bell Ringers who are 

donating the cost of the work, which is several thousands of pounds. 

 

COFFEE MORNING                                                                            Jane Wells 

The February Coffee Morning to raise funds for the Church Restoration fund, will  

be held at the home of Derek & Wendy Williamson, Felmersham 

 

Any contributions of home-made cakes, 

toiletries, produce and bric-a-brac for the bring- 

and-buy stall will be most welcome. 

Please do come along and support this event, 

everyone is welcome. 

 
The March Coffee Morning will be held at the home of Laurie and May Mills, 

who live at Felmersham, on Saturday 2
nd

 March. 

 

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE                                                       Gillian Whiteway 

Many thanks to all who helped make our 12
th
 Christingle Service such a success.   

Special thanks goes to the children of Pinchmill School, who helped us raise 

£252.17 for the Children's Society.   The money will go to assist runaway 

teenagers get the help they need, to get their lives back on track and is much 

appreciated 

VILLAGE TRADES AND SERVICES 

  
 Driving 

Instruction 

Jeff Henman 

782290 

  
 

Electrical Services 
Martin Blizard 

782527 

  Electrical Services 
Mick Bowyer 

783472 

  French Tuition 
Marigold Sykes      

781801 

  
General Building 

Renovation work 

Allan Levene         

781918 

  
IT Services 

(business or home) 

Clive Just   

781967/783246 

 Childminding 
Maxine Boswell 

782128 
Maths Tuition 

Geraldine Hubbard 

781413 

Children’s Party 

Entertainment 

Samantha Cook   

781859 

Odd Jobs (babysitting/ 

car wash gardening/house 

cleaning etc) 

Isaac Perring 

782733/07500828404 

Chemistry/Science 

Maths tuition 

Peter Rankin        

782897 

Painting & 

Decorating 

Eric Barford           

781719 

Community Care 07786 344176 Pet Care Services 
Annette Courtney  

782809 

Dog walking, 

feeding/ boarding 

Ch. Tweeddale 

781279 

Piano/ Guitar 

Lessons (all ages) 

Margo Payne         

782355 

Drain Clearance, 

sinks, toilets etc 

Andy Sharpe 

781180 

Soc. Psychology 

Management 

Anthea Coghlan 

782332 

 
 

  Robert Edwards 
    All aspects of Tree, Garden and Landscaping 

    Work undertaken,  whatever  the  weather! 
 

    ♦   24 Hour Emergency Tree Clearance 
    ♦   Jungles back to Gardens 
    ♦   Seasoned Logs and home-grown  
         trees  available               

     robert.edwards1616@gmail.com Mobile:  07747664455    
Tel:        01234 782391    

 



SHARNBROOK MILL THEATRE            www.sharnbrookmilltheatre.co.uk 

19
th

 – 23
rd

 March:    The History Boys – tickets available from 11
th
 February at 

Sharnbrook Post Office (in person) and Bedford Central Box Office (now at 

Tourist Information Centre in St Paul’s Sq. 718112 - NB new number); please see 

details in January Ouse News.     Not suitable for under 15 years of age. 

8
th

 February:   Auction of Goods & Promises -  Bar opens from 7.15 pm – for 

7.45 pm start! Your ticket £10 is also your catalogue - includes Fish & Chip 

Supper. Tickets: Pat Abbott: 01933 358319 patabbott1936@yahoo.co.uk or  

Brenda Stafford: 01234  823060 : Brenda.Stafford@talk21.com 

20
th

 April:    Race Night! Info. from theo@twhgibbs.plus.com  or 782377. 

 

DING DONG – AVON CALLING                                                    Celia Hulatt 

My name is Celia, and I have been an Avon representative for Felmersham for 

over 30 years.   If there is anyone interested in receiving a brochure, please ring 

me on 781082 and I will pop one through your letterbox.   

Avon products have very good, competitive prices and compare favourably with 

High Street prices, plus there is a return or exchange option if not satisfied. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

NE BEDFORDSHIRE CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION          Theo. Gibbs 

The AGM of North East Bedfordshire Conservative Association, Sharnbrook 

Ward Branch (Sharnbrook, Souldrop, Knotting, Felmersham & Radwell, and 

Milton Ernest), will take place at St Peter’s Room, Sharnbrook, on Tuesday 19
th
 

February 2013 at 7.30 pm.   Further details from  Theo. Gibbs on Bedford 782377. 

 

 

 

 

The Coach House 
Felmersham 
Offering Luxury 

Bed and Breakfast 
and Self Catering Accommodation 

Contact :  Wendy Mansell 

Corn Close, Church End, Felmersham 
Tel: 01234 782808 / 07899 872144 

wendyamansell@hotmail.com 

FELMERSAM & RADWELL COMMUNITY TRUST        Gillian Whiteway 

Do you know of a community project, which would benefit from funding?  The 

Felmersham and Radwell Community Trust was set up when a substantial sum of 

money was left to the parish by Margaret Alleway in her will.  Margaret 

requested that this bequest be used in perpetuity for the benefit of the parish.  

Grants have been provided for a number of projects over the years, including 

refurbishment of the village hall, funds for the youth club, refurbishment of 

the pre-school and various improvements undertaken by the church.  

Please contact me for an application form or an informal chat on 782686 if you 

are interested in applying.  

W.I.                                                                                                           May Mills 
According to legend the kingfisher's brilliant blue colour was the result of a 

lightning strike to its head, and the beautiful golden breast was a result of flying 

too close to the sun!   Certainly Barrie Mason's magnificent slides captured the 

colours of this elusive bird with skill and lots of patience!   He set up a hide on a 

river bank where the birds had their nest and, after many hours, was awarded with 

exquisite pictures - apparently as the young ones grow the fish which the parents 

bring get bigger and bigger!   We also enjoyed green woodpeckers feeding their 

young until they emerged from the nest, when he saw all four fledge one after the 

other, a day at a time.   

Barrie has travelled the world photographing birds and wildlife and we saw only 

the tip of the iceberg, but what we did see brought a ray of sunshine into a cold, 

winter's evening. 

SERVICES AT ST MARY’S                                      (Excerpt from Pew Notes)                            

On Sunday the 3rd of February we have a twofold celebration.  Firstly we will 

celebrate the feast of Candlemas with a service of Holy Communion with 

Candlemas procession.  Secondly we will welcome Rosemary Drewery as our 

pastoral assistant.   This will be a BENEFICE SERVICE at 11am in St. Mary’s. 

Looking ahead towards lent and ASH WEDNESDAY, there will be a benefice 

service at Sharnbrook at 8pm.  Ash Wednesday is a special day of obligation 

when the Church looks to each of its members to attend Communion.   Please do 

come.  (There is a link to Pew Notes on the front page of felmersham.net.) 

WANTED 

Could you offer B&B accommodation for guests attending 

a wedding taking place on May 4
th

? 

If you feel you can, please call Marigold Sykes on 783422 

to let me know your address and charges.      Thank you. 



 
 

The Manse  preschool 

nursery  

Stevington 

�From 6 months to 5 years  

�Cosy, rural nursery 
�Home from Home  atmosphere 

�Free funded places  available 

The Manse Preschool Nursery 

4 West End, Stevington, 

Beds. MK43 7QU 

(01234 824229) 

www.themansenursery,.co.uk 

sue@themansenursery.co.uk 
 

 

Hand Sewn Curtains,   Blinds and Accessories 

Made to Measure Service, finished to your exact requirements 

Contact Sarah Bunker on 01234 783220  or   07946 620821 

Website:  www.pinchmill-interiors.co.uk                  Email:      sarah@pinchmill-interiors.co.uk 

 

 

Computer support,  consultancy and maintenance 

for business or home 

www.allforit.co.uk 

Tel:   Clive Just  01234 783246 
 

JOY IN LIFE – DIGNITY IN DEATH                                 Rosemary Drewery 

Anyone who has ever loved a pet will know just how upsetting it is when they die! 

It is the passing of a true and dear companion, a member of the family and is a 

difficult and traumatic experience for most to deal with. They have given you 

unconditional love and brought you great joy and happiness while they were alive. 

At the end you want them to have a dignified and caring farewell. As with  

humans, cremation is becoming an increasingly popular choice, enabling you to 

keep a tangible reminder of your companion pet near you always. You can also 

choose to bury or scatter some of the ashes in the garden or a favourite place that 

you and your pet enjoyed. 

Unfortunately I recently lost a dear and very much loved pet.   I wanted to share 

with you that I found Bedford Pet Cremations to be most helpful and professional.  

They help you through the process of deciding how best to provide for your pet’s 

‘final journey’ and they provide a personalised cremation, which I found to be of 

great comfort.  

All the details of the services they offer can be found on their web site; 

www.bedford-pet-cremations.co.uk 
 

FREE WARM HOME ENERGY AUDIT 

Bedford Borough Council is offering free warm home energy audits to home- 

owners or private tenants in the Borough who are elderly and/or are struggling 

with rising energy costs and keeping warm this winter.   The scheme aims to help 

vulnerable groups such as: 

  The elderly or frail. 

  Those with a disability. 

  Benefit recipients. 

  Those with children under five years old. 

The audit will involve a home visit and will provide advice that could help reduce 

the household’s energy bills. The audit will include: 

   *   information on simple low cost energy saving changes that can be   

        implemented around the home, including insulation measures; 

   *   advice on how to use heating system controls efficiently to keep the home  

        warm at the lowest cost possible; 

*    signpost to schemes and funding that may be available to help install  

      identified improvements. 

The audit can also look at whether there are better, cheaper energy tariff options 

that could be switched to. 

To book a free audit or for more information (before March 2013): Please call: 

01234 228572 - or  e-mail: amerjit.dhillon@bedford.gov.uk giving your name, 

address and contact details. 



  B. ELECTRICAL 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 

UNDERTAKEN 

Domestic & Commercial 

          *  Installations 

          *  Inspection 

          *  Testing 
 

FREE QUOTE & ADVICE CALL 

01234 783472   ♦   07076 406430 

NICIEC 

and 

Trading Standards Approved 

 
 

ARNOLDS 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

Independent & Family Owned 
 

   ♦  Private Chapels of Rest 
   ♦  Pre-payment plans 
   ♦  Memorial Service 
   ♦  Flower Service 

48 Roff Avenue, Bedford 

Tel:  01234 359529 

For Day and Night 
Personal Attention 

 

Reassurance when you need it most 

 

 

 

    Service & Breakdown Specialists 

 
OFTEC Registered 

          C J  &  J C Keep 
              Tel:   01234 824400 

              All parts in stock 
 

 
 

Architectural Design  
Stephen Funge Architectural Design Ltd 

38 Howard Close,   Haynes,   Bedfordshire MK45 3QH 

Tel/Fax 01234 381800  ≈  Mob 07710 268372  ≈  Stephen Funge, MCIAT MAPM 

Planning and Building Regulations Applications 

Design and Project Management  ♦  Extensions  ♦  New Houses  ♦  Offices  ♦  Shops 

Call for a chat.      No obligation. 

 

 

D ANTHONY 
 

Painter & Decorator 
(est.  40 years) 

     * Internal/External 

         * Insurance work  

              welcome 

          * Free estimates and  

              advice (no VAT) 

     Tel:           01234 782284 

      Mobile:    07901 845277 

(Radwell, Bedford) 

 

 
 

 

CP Property Maintenance 
Internal and External House Refurbishment and Property Maintenance including: 

 

       ♦   Bathroom and Kitchen Refurbishment          ♦   Wall and Floor Tiling 
       ♦   Painting and Decorating                               ♦    Any other small jobs  

HETAS Reg: for Installation & Servicing of 

 Woodburning/Multifuel Stoves & Chimney Lining etc. 

For a friendly reliable service and free estimate call Chris on 07974 102482 

or email: cpoulter2@googlemail.co.uk - 40 Marriotts Close, Felmersham 

 

Barnes Tree Services 
ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

Trees reduced or removed   ~  all waste chipped on site and taken away 

NPTC qualified    ~      Fully insured 

Traditional family business  ~  Woodland management since 1980 

Ash logs always available for delivery 

Telephone:  Roger Barnes for a free quote on  01933 356205 

 



 
 

K M Lovell 
General building 

 

        ♦  BLOCK PAVING   

        ♦  EXTENSIONS   

        ♦  ROOFING 

        ♦  PATIOS 

All work considered 

01234   782869 

 

 

 

 

Charity Furniture Store  
1 Brereton Road, Bedford.MK40 1HU 

 01234 352899  

Free local Collection/Delivery: Tuesdays & Fridays  

Open Mon-Fri 9.30 to 4.00  
Furniture/electrical/white goods donations gratefully received, soft furnishing 

 subject to having a fire label 
Charitable  aims:  “offering work experience to adults with learning disabilities”     “alleviation of poverty” 

Charity No. 1091271 ♦ Affiliated to Royal Mencap   ♦    www.bedsgardencarers.org.uk 
 

  

 

      James Lowe 
            BSc (Hons) 

          36a High Street 

          Oakley     Bedford     MK43 7RG 

          ♦   Architectural Design 
          ♦   Building Surveying 

          ♦   Construction 

          Tel:          01234 822248 

          Mobile:    07856753020 

          E-mail:    jl@jamesloweabc.co.uk   

 

THE SUN INN 
 

* Country atmosphere  

* Log fire in winter 

* Open 7 days a week 

   from 12 noon to 11pm 

* Friendly Bar Staff 

 

 

01234  781355 

* Separate Function Room 

*  Bring the kids and dogs 

* Excellently kept beers 

   and lagers 

* Regular community  

   events 

Pre-booked and pre-ordered parties of 10-50 people catered for 

Sue looks forward to welcoming you soon 
 

                              

 BLACK AND 

WHITE 

REVIVAL                
  *  Traditional Photograph Restoration 

        and Conservation 

   *   Antique and Reproduction  Frames 

   *   Old photographs of Bedfordshire 

Helen Dawkins LRPS 

Radwell, Bedford 

01234  782265 

helen@blackandwhiterevival.co.uk 

www.blackandwhiterevival.co.uk 

 

R P TESTA 
PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES LIMITED 

Established 1992 

General plumbing 
and 

Full design & installation for: 

     -  Bathrooms 

     -  Central Heating 

     -  Underfloor Heating 

      - Solar Hot Water 

 

 

Tel: 01234 781827 

A LOCAL RELIABLE SERVICE 

 

 102217 
  

 

 

 

 

Coaching   ≈  Stress Management 

Leadership Development    ≈  Team Building 

                           Telephone:       01234 781603 

                           Email:                enquiries@workplacepotential.com 

                            Website:          www.workplacepotential.com 

 


